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REPORT OF THE ALABAMA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
1998-99

Steve McConnell, Secretary 1999-2001

The Alabama Bird Records Committes (ABRC) was created to validate docu-
mentation of unusual birds in Alabama using a method that allows the records to
be more universally accepted and seientifically valuable. A committee of seven
experienced Alabama Omithological Society (AOS) members reviews reports
of specics that gencrally have fewer than 20 accepted records for the state.
Records for species on the ABRC review list, which currently includes around
90 species, arc voted on once by all committee members and then sometimes
twice if the first vote is indecisive. Vole totals with no more than one “not
accepted” vote result in the record being accepted. Totals with four or maore
“not accepted” votes result in the record not being accepted. Records without
decisions following two votes are reviewed and voted upon a final time at the
annual meeting of the ABRC.

1998 Evaluations.— Forty-four records from 16 observers were evaluated in
1998 (Table 1). Thirty-nine were accepted and five were not accepted.

TasLe 1. Evaluations by the 1998 Alabama Bird Records Committee of 44 records from
16 observers.

Record g
No. Species Dhite County Decision AL Status
98.1 Curlew Sandpiper 10/10/80  Mohile NI
98.2 Red-necked Grebe 1230097  Mobile NI -

98-3 Ross's Goosc 1712798 Mohbile A" 18

98-4 Ross's Goose 1/23/9% Lauderdale A 19

98-5  Ross's Goose 1/31/98 Montgomery A 20

986  Lesser Black-backed Gull 1241406  Colbert A 12

O8-7  Lesser Black-backed Gull  2/13/98 Baldwin A 13

98-8  Lesser Black-backed Gull  2/21/98 Baldwin A 14

98-9 Ash-throated Flycaicher  2/25/98 Perry A 19
98-10 Sage Thrasher 122797  Baldwin A 4

98-11 Red-necked Phalarope 11/15/97  Jefferson A 11
93-12 Bridled Tern wanae? pelagic! A 17
98-13  Dusky Flycatcher 0i26/97 Baldwin A 1
98-14 Wilson's Storm-Petrel 6/28/97 pelagic A 16
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Tanmie 1. Continued,

Record

MNo. Species Date County Decision AL Status
98-15 Leach's Storm-Petrel 6/28/97 pelagic A 4
938-16 Band-rumped Storm-Petrel 62897 pelagic A 3
93-17 Bridled Tern 6/28/97 pelagic A s
08-18 Red-necked Grehe 2897 Marshall A 12
98-19 Yellow Rail 4197 Mobile A 12
98-20 BulT-bellied Hummingbird 3/5/97 Mobile NI --
08-21 Black-ch. Humminghird ~ 4/25/85 Mobile NI -
08-22  Alder Flyealcher 51797 Lauderdale A 5
08-23 Harris's Sparrow 11/15/97  Perry A 11
08-24 Cory's Shearwater S120/07 pelagic A 4
08-25 Lesser Black-backed Gull  3/8/9% Marshall A 15
98-26 Wilson's Storm-Petrel 5023198 pelagic A 17
98-27 Wilson's Storm-Petrel TI11/98 pelagic A 18
98-28 Band-rumped Storm-Petrel 5/23/98 pelagic A 4
98-29 Band-rumped Storm-Petrel 7/11/98 pelagic A 5
98-30 Black-bellicd W.-Duck BT Perry NOr -
98-31 Ross's Goose 1/24/%98 Barbour A 20+
98-32  Hudsonian Godwit SI0/498 Colbert A 15
98-33 Ruff 317798 Maobile A 4
98-34 Red-necked Phalarope 5F22/98 Mabile A 17
98-35 Red-necked Phalarope 5/23/98 pelagic A 18
898-36 Pomarine Jagger 32898 pelagic A 19
08-37 Pomarine Jacger 52398 pelagic A 20
08-38 Lesser Black-backed Gull  3/25/98 Marshall A 16
98-39 Bridled Tern 1198 pelagic A 19
98-40 Couch's/Tropical Kingbird 3/22/98 Mobile A -
98-4]1 Cave Swallow 4/11/98 Baldwin A 11
08-42 Lark Bunting 1898 Baldwin A ]
08-43 Shiny Cowbird 4427198 Baldwin A 16
98-44 Shiny Cowbird 4/28/08 Mobile A 17

*number of accepted records

"not accepted due to identification questions

faccepted

?Gulf of Mexico waters out to 200 nautical miles from Mobile and/or Baldwin counties
¢ nol accepted due to origin guestions
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1999 Evaluations.— In 1999, 33 records from 15 observers were reviewed (Tahle
2). Thirty-one were accepted, one was not aceepted, and one remains pending.

Tasee 2. Evaluations by the 1999 Alabama Bird Records Committee of 33 records
[rom 15 observers.

Record .
N, Speciey Date County Decision AL Status
99-1  Cory's Shearwater 10/4/98 pelagic? AF 3
99-2  Sooty Shearwater 172799 Baldwin A 10
49-3  Roseate Spoonbill 16/9% Montgomery A 13
99-4  JRoseate Spoonbill i25/98 Mobile A 14
99-5  Roseate Spoonbill 11/13/98 Mobile A 15
90-6 Rosecate Spoonbill 29198 Baldwin A 16
9-7  Roseate Spoonbill 1044/98 Haldwin A 17
99-8  Roseate Spoonbill 10420098 Mobile A - 18
99-0  Pomarine Jaeger 912198 pelagic A 21
99-10 White-faced Ibis 10/27/98 Maobile A 10
99-11 Eurasian Wigeon L1/14/98 Morgan A 7
99-12  Purple Sandpiper 1/2/99 Baldwin A 1
59-13  California Gull L1/30798 Marshall A 3
99-14  Iceland Gull 41699 Ilobile Pending! ---
09-13 Lesser Bl-backed Gull 11/28/98 Lauderdale A 17
99-16  Lesser Bl.-backed Gull  12/19/98 Colbert A 20
959-17 Lesser Bl.-backed Gull  1/17/99 Colbert A 18
99-18 Lesser Bl.-backed Gull  1/24/99 Marshall A 19
99-19 record withdrawn —
99-20 Black-lepged Kitliwake 4/14/99 Baldwin A 12
99-21 Bridled Tern 9/30/98 Henry A 21
99-22 Bridled Tern 10/4/98 pelagic A 20
99.23- Alder Flyeatcher 0y22/98 Jellerson A 6
99.24  Alder Flycatcher O/23/98 Baldwin A 7
99-15  Alder Flyeatcher 472290 Montgomery Nl i
99-26  Willow Flycatcher D/21/97 Jefferson A 7
0027 Willow Flveatcher Qi22/97 Jefferson A 8
99-28  Willow Flycatcher 5/12/98 Jefferson A 9
99-29  Willow Flycatcher B/28/98 Baldwin A 10
99-30  Willow Flycatcher 0/23/98 Baldwin A 11
99-31 Bullock's Oriole 4/24/9% lefferson A 13
99-32  Willow Flycatcher 5/1786 Baldwin A 12
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TasLe 2. Continued

Becord

No. Species Diate County Decision AL Status
99-13  Willow Flycatcher 5393 Madison A 14
99-14  Willow Flvecatcher SI6/95 Colbert A 13

“number of accepted records

b Gulf of Mexico waters out to 200 nautical miles from Mobile and/or Baldwin counties
“accepted

"under review by committee

Alabama state list.— During the 1998-1999 evaluation period, two species were
added to the Alabama state list: Purple Sandpiper and Dusky Flycatcher. Pres-
ently, the AOS state bird list has 417 species. Of these, three are considered
extinet (Passenger Pigeon, Carolina Parakeet, and Bachman’s Warbler) and
two extirpated from Alabama (Ivory-billed Woodpecker and Common Raven).
Alsa, 12 of these species are listed in the hypothetical category due to the ab-
sence of a photograph or specimen, or written documentation of visual observa-
tions by at least three experienced observers.

Steven W. McConnell, 137 Longleaf Lane, Trussville, AL 35173, E-mail:
Swmavocet @aol.com.
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