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INTROI)UCTION 

An investiga1iOll o[ChihOll County. Alabam., brc,ding binls wa, undertaken 
16-\8 June 2000 by Alabama Orn ithological Society members "nd friend •. 
Despite proximity 10 l:Iinningh.m "nd Montgomery. and countless tmnsits by 
birders on Int"rstale HighwJy 65 running 1hrough the eaSlern part of the county, 
few observers have S"""l much lime birding Ihi. interes1ing .rc • . M.ny count 
p.rt icipants voiced surprise al lhe rang, ufhabilat< and enjoyed the expericnce. 

This ,urvey was Ihe first of hopefully many fuh"c Summer Hird Count, 
(SHe). The SHC program wil11arget oneormoreAlab.macoumie-s with limit~d 

recent breeding reawn d.ta. By dividing a county into ,mall parcels using 
teams of experiencod observers, wc cxpecl 10 unearth important dala on breeding 
specie. in littlc_worl<td arcas. DiITercnt counties will be ~overed each year, 
usually in mid-June 10 redu<e o'·crlap wilh migration. 

The SHC will ,upplement informalion gencr.t~d by II>, U. S. Fi,h and 
Wildlife Sc-rvice Breeding Birt! Survey (BIlS). Comprising annually repe"l~d 
routes of 50 lOadside. three·m inute point count •. the BIlS is mosl valuable as a 
monitoring tool (Robbins. By,lmk. and Gei ssler 1986). Though range 
informal ion is generated for many birds, the BBS has dcrtcienoie. a, an 
inveSTigatory tool. particularly for low·density specie, (Sauer, Pendleton. and 
O"illo 1995). In cont,"st, the SBC program reiic! on e.peri~nced birders 
choosing birding sites within 'heir .. "igned a",", by habilat lype and richness. 
and ~tu, rare specie, may be better delc"Cled. For special birds of interes1, 
observer> Can spend additional time and effort whcn suilabk hbitat i< 
encountered, and when found locatiOlls of those birds arc mapped. Each ore. i, 
co,·crod in • 'ingle murning by a party. Party-hours and party-mile, arc recorded. 
and numbers of all bi rd species arc noted. Additionally, eviden~e of brc,ding 
a<tivily (cany;ng food. nest construclioo, eTc.) is n"CQrded when observed for 
any specie.; thi' a"essmem is similar to lhat done in breeding bird .11 .. WUTX. 
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Figure I County map of Alabama showing Ihe location of Chilton County 
(darkened), the ,ile ofthe first Alaban,a Summer Bird CounL 

STUDY AR!;:A AND METHODS 

Geographically, Chilton County i, in a transition >;one between the 
Appalachian I\lounwin., I'icdJOOnt. and Coa,wl Plain (Fig . I). For bird reporting 
polJlO'e., Ihe county h.s been considered wholly in the Inland Coastal Plain. 
However, the Fall Line (northem boundary of the Co.,ta1 Plain) trave"e, Ihe 
northem and eas(.Centr.l1 portion, of Ihe "rea, allowing for MOIIntain Region 
influence in the north and east. Additionally. parts ofthc county, particularly in 
the wulhw",I, have upland habitals Ihal could be consid.red "Coast.1 Plain 
hill'," with elevations rising to about 700 feet (21 0 meters). The Coosa River is 
a dominant feature .Iong the easlem boundary ofthe counly, wilh part, of Lay, 
Milchell, "cd Jordan la~es represented (Lineback 1973, DcLortlle 1998). 

Habitats rang<: from deciduous woodland IhrOllgh pine foresllO low,lying 
fidd, and paslure,. Waler habitats are remicted primari ly to the lakes of the 
Coosa River and small lakes and pond, scattered throughoullhc county; swamp 
and marsh habitats are very limited. Urban and suburban areas are found 
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primarily in. mind along U.S. Highway 31 running north to ,ooth through the 
cast-central part of the county, with the main towns of Jemison, Thorsby. Clanton. 
and Verbona in this corridor. Part of southwest Chilton County is within the 
Oakmulgee Unit of Talladega Nalional Forest. 

T wenty-eighl panics comprising 33 observers <'uvered Chilton County I (j.. 
18 June (one. 14. and 13 partie ., resl"'ctivc1y); many teams worked different 
arca, two mornings. The official pcrioo ror ta llying numbors of birds each day 
was 05 15 to 1100 hours . A tOlal of 149.4 party-hours (60.6 auto, 77.3 fOOl, 11.5 
boat) was spent, CQvering 1202 rarty.mile, (1124 auto, 41 foot, 37 boat~ 101.1 
1923 party-Ian). Additionally, five hours .00 23 mik.., (36.8 km) were expended 
.eckillli nocturnal specie,: lhi~ COlUlt should not be con,idered representative of 
a full search for nocturnal bird •. 

Analysis of count results induded parameters such as regioDs oflbe county, 
localion above OT bolow the Fall Line. day of count., and bolh row value. and 
bird, pcr party-boor (thc last favored ovcr raw v.lues for comparison.). The 
Fan Line divided. few party areas; unless specific bird locations werc known. 
a party area was labo led as above or below the line b.,. which ","ction predomina1ed 
for 1hm area. In most cases birds of intere.t were marked on the party .rea 
maps. aoo a romputcr.gcneraled map was used 10 plol1hese occurrences. 

Wca1her wa, con.1~n1 through the weekend. with low wind speed, and 
lemperatures ranging al'PmximJtely 70-85" F (2 1-29.4' Cl . Only minimal dawn 
precipiWlion occurred 17 June, lhough some area, experienced fog carl.,. that 
morning lhat diminished bird activily. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The ~"Q"nI.- A tolal or 107 specics was recorded (Table 1). One hundred and 
Four 'pecies were counted during the official morning count hours and three 
Sf"'Cie, were encountered ,olely outside the morning period or during pre-count 
scouting. Beeau.e this was lhe firsl la1l:c-scale sunllll<:r eoon! in the Inl.nd 
C<>ostai Plain, several single-day high counts wcre sci (Table 1). A.ide from 
party arca maps and field li.ls. each party received a li.1 of birds of special 
attention. 0f28 .pecic. on this li.t, 15 were found on the CQun t (Table I). 
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TABLE I, Chill"" Coonl~ Summer Bird CoontTotals. 1 6-1 ~ june 2000. 
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T"",.6 I. C".u.ru:d 

E.".rn Ph<>tl>< 196 
GrUI C"""e< Flyc:alchcf 22 1 
b<lem "-'nglI" d 342 
Logcfhoad !illri1<e 27 
Whi,<:-<yrd \'ir<O 41(1 
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• T ... ~ I. Continued 

Spec;'" Totol 

Chil'l' ing S""now 278 
~· i .ld Sp=ow l SI 
Luk Spurow 2 
GTa .. bopptr Sp.rl'(l'" I 
Nl)<tb<m Card;"'1 827 
8 1..., Gmobca }4iJ 

Iodt&<> BLIIlIing 10611 
R.d·.r~ Bld.binl 215 
Eas,,,,,, Meadowl.r\; 160 
C"""""" Grackle 227 
Il,own-~adtd Cowherd 196 
Or<bard Oriole I J) 

1\"" .. Fi""h 201 
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Rceon:! ing obsel'\'ed breeding·related Ictivities w ... n interesling fe~ture of 
this count. Codes WC'K placed on r!tld slleell fOf Ik type of acliv,ty observro 
for each ~ciel. Using CUSlOlIIlIl}' bn:cding bird alias dc:signaOOn&. of I ().I species 
in !be om~;a1 count. 45 (433 %) w"re conlinn.,.j as IItSIing, md 22 (2 1.2%) 
WCI"C ron~idcrod probable nesling species (Table I). Moot of the othe, species 
cncount .... ed Jhould ~ considered pcmiblc brl:C/JcI"$ in tbe county. thoIIah this 
os."""""nt is !en\lOUS fOf la'l!c ,,-aden. certain raptO/l;.;md a few <>thers discus5(d 

in the species accounts. 

Spedu Acroum~.- The followins comments on sc lect.,.j "I"-",ies arc based on 
personal c~Jl(fiene... the Alabama bird rwJrds dIIllobasc. and Imhof (1976). 

C ........ lAo __ An Indi.iduol _ di><owred 0I11,..oy LHc .. hik """",inl' r .... daY" 
befOft: ,he: COUM. Oapitc ~ of al' ..... ,e pi"","",". this .... tonIidom:l • DOn­

"'-Ii,.. .. mmerine: bini. Alobama has no bfftdintJ """"lis. but """"".nne: UIdi>idulla 
"'" """ but "'¥II Ill". 

PlH· blllr<l Cl"fb . _ " r,ue md 1",;,1 brmler 'hr<>UaJIout the ""., Picd·billodJ or. Do' 
.'I'<.«d in"..,., 0 ..... Ono call ing bi,d ..... found in the SQUthw"" qu,dront. 

" nbinl' _ U ... ..,mn"'" a!ld local"" • brcWin& bini I .. til. C<=tai Pl.i.., one bl,d ..... 
""",ted im ,h. _1M ... eorn<r of the COWl.y. 

""_i'. 11>10 - TIn •• pcaco bretds ia ............ in «rtain c-! Pbia oms, buI waf IlOl 
<>.ptc1od '" Chilloa C"""oy. Tho imma'....,...,.. in nipo above tb< hU Line in "'" 
1lDfth,."CSt qlJldnN ptIlbobly ~cd r""". dittarn o:oIooy. 

Wood St., 1t - Thn Wood Slorb in two pArti .. (.1>0, .. and b<low .... Fi n Lillt) Wtn! • 
'"'1'';'''. poni,ut •• ly Rlr mid JIlIl<_ How .... , this year w;tncncd." .arti . ... th.n·tI.<UIJ 
inll "" uf "~'Q i",o ,." .... 1 "1.bamI .rc ••. Ind ,n.,. biro. were part of tIlat ph.r.omc""". 
B,=lin& hal noI been proven in the stlte. Ind tilt.., tik<ty ..... e ""Iy vi.,oon, 

i\ll .. h>ippl KIt. -~Iy. Coaotal Pl,ioo opecics. Chi ll"" COUD!y iii .. ,he cd~ 
of""' .... 1n bt=li:qj; ~e. fou, kilo$, includi",. pai, oem on CODK<"UIive do)'$, ....... 
found in tbree C-w Plain _ and anothof "'*' noord be""" the """"' aha"" ,he 
fal l Lin!: 011 We JordaD. 

Bold 1:~1c _ A pai' or thi> maplificcnt species o:t W. Jordan OIlggemd br=lina, 
Ea;J. ' .... , in Kot«,od lo .... tioru in th< otal. Ind ltave b«n ..,en """,i"",ly in noslin, 

sc.""" OIl th i, """i"" ortbe Coo •• Rh· ... 
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suitable habita\. Whip·poor-win ".,,, discovered last summer in the COlIstal Plain 
portion of Bibb County: limi ted scarchins with recorded tapes in the Chilton 
Cu unty pur1iun ufT.lJadega National Forest d id not yield posit ive results. ThaI 
area ha, trees with evidence of Red -cock ad cd Wood[X"Ckcr activity. but no bird, 
we re found on the COllnt , The absence of Yellow Warbler on Iho co unt" 
surprising. a, th is bird ha, bred farther south in the ,\ate at .evc ral location,. 

Per$onai comment. - This count not only generated intet'e';ling and imponant 
data - it was a lot offun! Many birders .Imost <case activi ty duri~g the breed ing 
sc" , on. pausing between spring and fall migrations, O ther lhan the Breeding 
Bird S",,'cy', informat ion on our nesti ng bird, i! poor. at beSt. in many area • . 
The SBC program is a good excuse to explore new territori es, lislen to bird 
«lng, and observe our incredible birdli fe in its most imponan t season. 
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