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ALABAMA B1RDLIFE 

CIlI LTO I'I COUI'I'TY, ALA llAMA -
SUl\I l\l ER BIRO COUNT 

Greg D. Jackson 

INTROI)UCTION 

An investiga1iOll o[ChihOll County. Alabam., brc,ding binls wa, undertaken 
16-\8 June 2000 by Alabama Orn ithological Society members "nd friend •. 
Despite proximity 10 l:Iinningh.m "nd Montgomery. and countless tmnsits by 
birders on Int"rstale HighwJy 65 running 1hrough the eaSlern part of the county, 
few observers have S"""l much lime birding Ihi. interes1ing .rc • . M.ny count 
p.rt icipants voiced surprise al lhe rang, ufhabilat< and enjoyed the expericnce. 

This ,urvey was Ihe first of hopefully many fuh"c Summer Hird Count, 
(SHe). The SHC program wil11arget oneormoreAlab.macoumie-s with limit~d 

recent breeding reawn d.ta. By dividing a county into ,mall parcels using 
teams of experiencod observers, wc cxpecl 10 unearth important dala on breeding 
specie. in littlc_worl<td arcas. DiITercnt counties will be ~overed each year, 
usually in mid-June 10 redu<e o'·crlap wilh migration. 

The SHC will ,upplement informalion gencr.t~d by II>, U. S. Fi,h and 
Wildlife Sc-rvice Breeding Birt! Survey (BIlS). Comprising annually repe"l~d 
routes of 50 lOadside. three·m inute point count •. the BIlS is mosl valuable as a 
monitoring tool (Robbins. By,lmk. and Gei ssler 1986). Though range 
informal ion is generated for many birds, the BBS has dcrtcienoie. a, an 
inveSTigatory tool. particularly for low·density specie, (Sauer, Pendleton. and 
O"illo 1995). In cont,"st, the SBC program reiic! on e.peri~nced birders 
choosing birding sites within 'heir .. "igned a",", by habilat lype and richness. 
and ~tu, rare specie, may be better delc"Cled. For special birds of interes1, 
observer> Can spend additional time and effort whcn suilabk hbitat i< 
encountered, and when found locatiOlls of those birds arc mapped. Each ore. i, 
co,·crod in • 'ingle murning by a party. Party-hours and party-mile, arc recorded. 
and numbers of all bi rd species arc noted. Additionally, eviden~e of brc,ding 
a<tivily (cany;ng food. nest construclioo, eTc.) is n"CQrded when observed for 
any specie.; thi' a"essmem is similar to lhat done in breeding bird .11 .. WUTX. 
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ALABAMA B1RDLlFE 

Figure I County map of Alabama showing Ihe location of Chilton County 
(darkened), the ,ile ofthe first Alaban,a Summer Bird CounL 

STUDY AR!;:A AND METHODS 

Geographically, Chilton County i, in a transition >;one between the 
Appalachian I\lounwin., I'icdJOOnt. and Coa,wl Plain (Fig . I). For bird reporting 
polJlO'e., Ihe county h.s been considered wholly in the Inland Coastal Plain. 
However, the Fall Line (northem boundary of the Co.,ta1 Plain) trave"e, Ihe 
northem and eas(.Centr.l1 portion, of Ihe "rea, allowing for MOIIntain Region 
influence in the north and east. Additionally. parts ofthc county, particularly in 
the wulhw",I, have upland habitals Ihal could be consid.red "Coast.1 Plain 
hill'," with elevations rising to about 700 feet (21 0 meters). The Coosa River is 
a dominant feature .Iong the easlem boundary ofthe counly, wilh part, of Lay, 
Milchell, "cd Jordan la~es represented (Lineback 1973, DcLortlle 1998). 

Habitats rang<: from deciduous woodland IhrOllgh pine foresllO low,lying 
fidd, and paslure,. Waler habitats are remicted primari ly to the lakes of the 
Coosa River and small lakes and pond, scattered throughoullhc county; swamp 
and marsh habitats are very limited. Urban and suburban areas are found 
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ALABAMA RIRDLIFE 

primarily in. mind along U.S. Highway 31 running north to ,ooth through the 
cast-central part of the county, with the main towns of Jemison, Thorsby. Clanton. 
and Verbona in this corridor. Part of southwest Chilton County is within the 
Oakmulgee Unit of Talladega Nalional Forest. 

T wenty-eighl panics comprising 33 observers <'uvered Chilton County I (j.. 
18 June (one. 14. and 13 partie ., resl"'ctivc1y); many teams worked different 
arca, two mornings. The official pcrioo ror ta llying numbors of birds each day 
was 05 15 to 1100 hours . A tOlal of 149.4 party-hours (60.6 auto, 77.3 fOOl, 11.5 
boat) was spent, CQvering 1202 rarty.mile, (1124 auto, 41 foot, 37 boat~ 101.1 
1923 party-Ian). Additionally, five hours .00 23 mik.., (36.8 km) were expended 
.eckillli nocturnal specie,: lhi~ COlUlt should not be con,idered representative of 
a full search for nocturnal bird •. 

Analysis of count results induded parameters such as regioDs oflbe county, 
localion above OT bolow the Fall Line. day of count., and bolh row value. and 
bird, pcr party-boor (thc last favored ovcr raw v.lues for comparison.). The 
Fan Line divided. few party areas; unless specific bird locations werc known. 
a party area was labo led as above or below the line b.,. which ","ction predomina1ed 
for 1hm area. In most cases birds of intere.t were marked on the party .rea 
maps. aoo a romputcr.gcneraled map was used 10 plol1hese occurrences. 

Wca1her wa, con.1~n1 through the weekend. with low wind speed, and 
lemperatures ranging al'PmximJtely 70-85" F (2 1-29.4' Cl . Only minimal dawn 
precipiWlion occurred 17 June, lhough some area, experienced fog carl.,. that 
morning lhat diminished bird activily. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The ~"Q"nI.- A tolal or 107 specics was recorded (Table 1). One hundred and 
Four 'pecies were counted during the official morning count hours and three 
Sf"'Cie, were encountered ,olely outside the morning period or during pre-count 
scouting. Beeau.e this was lhe firsl la1l:c-scale sunllll<:r eoon! in the Inl.nd 
C<>ostai Plain, several single-day high counts wcre sci (Table 1). A.ide from 
party arca maps and field li.ls. each party received a li.1 of birds of special 
attention. 0f28 .pecic. on this li.t, 15 were found on the CQun t (Table I). 
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TABLE I, Chill"" Coonl~ Summer Bird CoontTotals. 1 6-1 ~ june 2000. 
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T"",.6 I. C".u.ru:d 

E.".rn Ph<>tl>< 196 
GrUI C"""e< Flyc:alchcf 22 1 
b<lem "-'nglI" d 342 
Logcfhoad !illri1<e 27 
Whi,<:-<yrd \'ir<O 41(1 
Yellu,.,..,hm.ted Vi"", 604 
RO<l-o)'ed Vi"o 3604 
Ill .. Joy 44$ 
Am.ri~anClow 10llA 
Fi<b ("_ 
Purple Man;' 
N. Roup-.... Swal ...... 
Cliff S ... '. llnw 
n . mSwalkw 
C.rolin.l" i, koo<o 
Tufted Ti!rnoos< 
W~.·b."U<4 "' . tbo'<~ 
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• T ... ~ I. Continued 

Spec;'" Totol 

Chil'l' ing S""now 278 
~· i .ld Sp=ow l SI 
Luk Spurow 2 
GTa .. bopptr Sp.rl'(l'" I 
Nl)<tb<m Card;"'1 827 
8 1..., Gmobca }4iJ 

Iodt&<> BLIIlIing 10611 
R.d·.r~ Bld.binl 215 
Eas,,,,,, Meadowl.r\; 160 
C"""""" Grackle 227 
Il,own-~adtd Cowherd 196 
Or<bard Oriole I J) 

1\"" .. Fi""h 201 
American Goldft""h 46 
!Iou .. Sfl"l'Iow 19' 

• .. Iliihes< doily """", 
• .. hiP' """'" in I oingJe p;u!)' 

TOllIl]lCl" 
parly hour 

18 .6 1 
10.11 
0. 1l 
om 
35.15 
23.29 
71.~ 

14.39 
17.40 
15.19 
13.12 .. '" 
lHS 
3.08 
1]05 

, .. nwnl>er or put;Q lqIMi"ll species 
' .. ",.~ pany IQIa) 

• .. pr<domina. Kgion of spoc;"'; 
' .. "fl!'<"='< <knot., u" .. pect<d 1f>C<'i .. 
... count period lMlly 

Daily 
~ .. 
'" " , 
,« 
'" ~ 
'" ". 
"" '" " '"' " " 

" " , , 
" " '"' .. .. 
" " " " , 
" 

23 9.93 
22 5,39 

0.07 
,.~ 

28 Z9.H 
14 12.4) 
:!lI 38.14 
n 7.68 
19 9.29 
2S 8. 11 
24 1.00 
n 4.n 
17 7. IH 
14 1.64 
15 6.96 
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.,.,.. MaiD Area 

CO:-!F 8 f L 
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""" PROB 

SW, BFL 
SE.AFL 
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PROB 
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I'R08 
CON~' 

" R 

NE,AFL 
NW. BFL 

. .. """'r- quadraA< of COWII)' Ie ,.. NW .. nutth"Ul) 
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J .. bel"", Fill Line 
, .. bold denoIes .pec'" of special inl<1Cl 
' .. tunr,nntd 
-. probable 
• .. bold <1000< •• noIewO<thy . ingl • ...J.y ooonl> 
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Rceon:! ing obsel'\'ed breeding·related Ictivities w ... n interesling fe~ture of 
this count. Codes WC'K placed on r!tld slleell fOf Ik type of acliv,ty observro 
for each ~ciel. Using CUSlOlIIlIl}' bn:cding bird alias dc:signaOOn&. of I ().I species 
in !be om~;a1 count. 45 (433 %) w"re conlinn.,.j as IItSIing, md 22 (2 1.2%) 
WCI"C ron~idcrod probable nesling species (Table I). Moot of the othe, species 
cncount .... ed Jhould ~ considered pcmiblc brl:C/JcI"$ in tbe county. thoIIah this 
os."""""nt is !en\lOUS fOf la'l!c ,,-aden. certain raptO/l;.;md a few <>thers discus5(d 

in the species accounts. 

Spedu Acroum~.- The followins comments on sc lect.,.j "I"-",ies arc based on 
personal c~Jl(fiene... the Alabama bird rwJrds dIIllobasc. and Imhof (1976). 

C ........ lAo __ An Indi.iduol _ di><owred 0I11,..oy LHc .. hik """",inl' r .... daY" 
befOft: ,he: COUM. Oapitc ~ of al' ..... ,e pi"","",". this .... tonIidom:l • DOn­

"'-Ii,.. .. mmerine: bini. Alobama has no bfftdintJ """"lis. but """"".nne: UIdi>idulla 
"'" """ but "'¥II Ill". 

PlH· blllr<l Cl"fb . _ " r,ue md 1",;,1 brmler 'hr<>UaJIout the ""., Picd·billodJ or. Do' 
.'I'<.«d in"..,., 0 ..... Ono call ing bi,d ..... found in the SQUthw"" qu,dront. 

" nbinl' _ U ... ..,mn"'" a!ld local"" • brcWin& bini I .. til. C<=tai Pl.i.., one bl,d ..... 
""",ted im ,h. _1M ... eorn<r of the COWl.y. 

""_i'. 11>10 - TIn •• pcaco bretds ia ............ in «rtain c-! Pbia oms, buI waf IlOl 
<>.ptc1od '" Chilloa C"""oy. Tho imma'....,...,.. in nipo above tb< hU Line in "'" 
1lDfth,."CSt qlJldnN ptIlbobly ~cd r""". dittarn o:oIooy. 

Wood St., 1t - Thn Wood Slorb in two pArti .. (.1>0, .. and b<low .... Fi n Lillt) Wtn! • 
'"'1'';'''. poni,ut •• ly Rlr mid JIlIl<_ How .... , this year w;tncncd." .arti . ... th.n·tI.<UIJ 
inll "" uf "~'Q i",o ,." .... 1 "1.bamI .rc ••. Ind ,n.,. biro. were part of tIlat ph.r.omc""". 
B,=lin& hal noI been proven in the stlte. Ind tilt.., tik<ty ..... e ""Iy vi.,oon, 

i\ll .. h>ippl KIt. -~Iy. Coaotal Pl,ioo opecics. Chi ll"" COUD!y iii .. ,he cd~ 
of""' .... 1n bt=li:qj; ~e. fou, kilo$, includi",. pai, oem on CODK<"UIive do)'$, ....... 
found in tbree C-w Plain _ and anothof "'*' noord be""" the """"' aha"" ,he 
fal l Lin!: 011 We JordaD. 

Bold 1:~1c _ A pai' or thi> maplificcnt species o:t W. Jordan OIlggemd br=lina, 
Ea;J. ' .... , in Kot«,od lo .... tioru in th< otal. Ind ltave b«n ..,en """,i"",ly in noslin, 

sc.""" OIl th i, """i"" ortbe Coo •• Rh· ... 
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ALABAMA BIRDLIFE 

suitable habita\. Whip·poor-win ".,,, discovered last summer in the COlIstal Plain 
portion of Bibb County: limi ted scarchins with recorded tapes in the Chilton 
Cu unty pur1iun ufT.lJadega National Forest d id not yield posit ive results. ThaI 
area ha, trees with evidence of Red -cock ad cd Wood[X"Ckcr activity. but no bird, 
we re found on the COllnt , The absence of Yellow Warbler on Iho co unt" 
surprising. a, th is bird ha, bred farther south in the ,\ate at .evc ral location,. 

Per$onai comment. - This count not only generated intet'e';ling and imponant 
data - it was a lot offun! Many birders .Imost <case activi ty duri~g the breed ing 
sc" , on. pausing between spring and fall migrations, O ther lhan the Breeding 
Bird S",,'cy', informat ion on our nesti ng bird, i! poor. at beSt. in many area • . 
The SBC program is a good excuse to explore new territori es, lislen to bird 
«lng, and observe our incredible birdli fe in its most imponan t season. 

ACKJ,"OWLEDGE M E~TS 

The [irst Alaboma Summ<r Bird Count was • 'ut'c" bc<.us< of !he hetp of the 
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REPORT OFTlIE ALABAMA BIRD RECORDS COMMlnE[ 
1 '1'18-'1'1 

Sieve McConne ll, Secretary 1999-2001 

The Alabama BtnI Reoon:Is Commiu~ (ABRC) was """aim 10 valid,lIe docu­
mentation of unUlual birds in A131»ma using a melr.od that aliow. th. m:<>rd, to 
be more universa lly accepled and scientifICally valu,lb l. _ A commillee of ",ven 
experienced Alabama Omitnoillaici l Society (ADS) """"ben reviews repons 
of..,...,;.. Ihal jl<...,....lly Mv.: fo"",," than 20 _ptcd record. (or the stale. 
Record. for lIpCCies on Ih. ARRC m.;~ lill, which currently indudfs around 
90 species. an: VOIcd "n once by .n committe<: members and lhen somc:Iimcs 
twice iflh. nrsl votc i, indccishc. Vote Inlal , with no more than onc "not 
iCCCP"Xj" vale re,u ll in the record being accepted, Total. wi th four Or rn<JTe 

"not auepled" VOl'" """It;n the m:ord noI be;nll teeepled. Records wilhout 
decisions ("lIow;nlo\ ' '''o VOles II"( . cviev>-.d and \'01Cd upon a n""]linw: al the 
annual mct.1 ;ngofthe ABRC. 

1998 E,,,,/utllionJ. - forty-four l"I'\:ords from 16 ohs<rvers were evaluated;n 
1998 (Table I), Thiny-nine were accepted and nve were nol ~cceplcd. 

T,,,,,,, I. E .. lu.II;"1I1 by ,he 1998 Allbomo Dird R ...... C""""iueo "f44 I"t'OOIllo from 
16 obse1vetI. 

.. , IZIlMl1 """" " .. , "",,0.- 1112198 """" .- " ~ R ..... aou...: Iml98 """""" • " .. , R_)~ IIJI I98 1>1011""""''1 
, 

'" 98·6 Lc",,,r Wac k·bocked Cu ll 12114n6 CQlben , " 98·1 lc:sHr Hlaok·b:ocled Cull 21lJl\I~ Baldwin , " 9&·& i.eu<1' 8 laot·backed Gull ''''''' Baldwin , 
" .. , AsIHh/"Ol~ Flycald", .. ",,'" ...., , " .... s.ttnu-....... 12121,"97 Bald .... in , , 

"''' Rcd·necked Phal.rore 1II151'97 JefT.....," , 
" 98·12 Bridlod Tom 9nOl9i pcla~ic' , 
" 98-13 Dusky Fl~c'lche' '126/91 Baldwin , , 

98-14 Wilson', Storm· Pet",1 612&197 pcla,k • " 
VoL 46. 1'>0. 2. 2000 " 
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TAR'-', 1. Continued , 

Re<ord 
No. SE io, D'te C""'nl~ Doei,ion At 51.tu, 

98- 15 Leach', SIOtTn-Pctrel 6128197 Jl"1.gic , , 
98- 16 lland-Nmped SIOtTn-Pelrd 6128197 p<logic , ; 
98- 17 Ilridlod Torn 6128/97 p<logic , 

" 98·1 S R.d· nocked O",bo v.m Marshall A " 98·19 Yellow R.il 411197 M<>bil. A " 98-20 BulT·bolli<d Hummingbird 315197 Mobil. " 98-21 Blaek-ch, Hummingbird 412S18S M<>bilo " 98-22 AI<kr flyc"'ehcr SlI7I97 Loudcrdak: , , 
98-23 Harris'. Spo""", 11115/97 ,~ , 

" 9S·24 Cory'. SIle.rw.ler 9120197 pd"¥ic A , 
98· H Les",r BI. ck·backed Gu ll Y"" Marsh.1I A " 98-26 Wil,,,,,', Slorm ·Prnoi 512319R pel.gic A " 98-27 Wilson', SlOtTn-Petrd 7111198 pelagi< A " 98·28 I).nd-Nmped S,orm-P.,n:l 5/23198 pelagic A , 
9~·29 B.nd.rump<J Slorm·PetTeI 711119S pel.gi< A , 
9S-30 Bl"k·bcll icd W,·Dock ~, ,~ Na 
98-31 Ras,'s Goose 1/241'l8 Barbour A ,~ 

98-32 Hud,oo i.n GOOwil 5/10198 Colbon A " 98·33 ,,' ~m198 M<>bil. A , 
98·34 R.d·~hd Phalarope S122198 MOOilo , 

" 98-35 Rod·ncckod Phal.rope 5/23198 pcl"gic A " 98-36 Pornorin. Joege-r 3128198 peloSic A " 98·37 Pornorino J"g<r Sl23I9R pel'gic A '" 98·3K Losser B1ock·b.cked Gull 312S19R M."h.ll A " 98-39 Bridled Tern 71lli98 p<l.~ic A " '"~ Couch'sfTropkal Kingbird ~l22l9g M<>bil. A 
98-41 Cave Swallow 4111198 B.ldwin A " 9S-42 lori< Bunting 7118.198 B.ldwin A • 
98-43 Shiny Cowbird 4127f\l8 B.ldwin A ,. 
98-44 Shiny Cowbird ~~. Mobile A " • numbor of """. pled r.cords 
' not acccpled d"" to id. ,"ifiootion qu"'io",, 
, ""«plod 
' Gol f of Mexioo ",.oc", 00110 200 n. ulie. 1 mile; from M<>bil. and/or Baldwin coon,i •• 
'001 '«<pI<d Jue 10 urigin ,!,,<slions 
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1999 Evu/uuliuns. _ In 1999, 33 ICCQfds from 15 ob,ervers were reviewed (Tab le 
2) . ThirtY-<l'Je were accepted , one was not accepted, and onc rcm"ins pending . 

E".Iu>tion, by th. 1999 Al.bama Bird Reco>rd, Cornmil1e< of 33 ,ecord., 

Record 
1'0. Socoio, "," CQunty D<cilion ,\L Statu, 

W, Cory'. She."' ..... , 10/4198 pela¥ie' ,- , 
99-2 Sooty She.,w.te, wm B.ldwin , 

'" W~; Roseat" Spoonbill 1l1HV98 Mootgom.ry , B 
W~ Ro,. ... Spoonbill 91251'98 Mohile , " W~, Ros .... Spoonbill lUlJ198 Mohile , " W~, Rose"," Spoonbill 91291,)8 B.ldwin A " ~~, Roscotc Spoonbill 1014198 B.ldwin , 

" W, Kose.,e Spoonbill 10120198 Mohilc A '" W~, Pomarin< J •• ger 9112i'J8 pel.gic , 
" 99·10 Wh ite_f"". d Ibi , 10127198 Mobil. , 
'" 99·11 E"""i.n Wigeon 11/14/98 Morga" , , 

99-12 Purple Sandpiper JI2i99 B. ld", in , , 
99-1l C.lifornia Gull j 1130198 M."h. ll A , 
99·14 leelaoo Gull 41'6199 Mobile Pending' 
911·15 Le.ser BI.·backed Gull 11128/98 Uou<lerdale A " 99-16 u"ser BI.-bacxcd Gu ll 12/19198 Colben , '" 99-17 Le~r Ell.-backed Gull 1/17199 Colben A '" 911· 18 l=r BL-b""ked Gull 1124199 M""'MII , 

'" 99-19 =orJ wi,hdrllwn 
99-20 Bl.ok-Ie~g<:<J Kini,,'.ke 4/14199 Baldwin A " 99·21 Bridled Tent 9130198 ,,~ , " 99·22 Bridled T.rn 1014/98 pelagic , '" 99·23 /lider Flyc.tcher 9122198 JdT.rSun , • 99·24 Alder Flyc .. d .. r 9123198 B.ldw;n , , 
99-25 Alder Flyc.tcher 4122/99 Montgomery 1<1 
99-26 Willow flycatcher 912 1,97 Jcff",,,,,, , , 
99-27 Willow Flycatd .. r 9122i97 Jdk",," , • 99-28 Willow Flyc.," .. r ~1 1 2i9S Jefferson A 0 
911_29 Willow Flyc""", 8128,,)8 B.ldwin , 

'" 911_]0 Will"w Flyc .. cher 9123i98 Baldwin , 
" 99·]1 Bullock', Oriol< 4124i99 J. ff.rson , 
" 99·32 Willow Flyoatchcr 5.11 iS6 Bald,,'in , 
" 
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Rcmrd 
No. S~cio' Date County o.:ei. ion ALSt.tu. 

99_33 Willow Flye.tehor Sl13!93 M.diMln A " 99·34 Wi llow Flle.tew SI6I9S Colbert A n 
' flUmhor of oc<opted r<:<ords 
' Gulf of Mexico wat." out to 200 nautic.l mil .. from Mobile aodior Bold",;" c<>unties 
, ""ccptod 
• under r ... iew by CMtntit!« 

Alabama _,late 1i.,I.- During the 1998-1999 evaluation pcrioo, two 'peei., were 
added to the Alabama ,tate li,t, Purpl. Sandpiper aoo Dusky Flycatcher. Pre~­
ently, the AOS state bird list has 4 17 species. Of these, three arc considered 
cx!inc! (P"",,ngcr Pigeon, Carolina Parakeet , and Bachman', Warbler) and 
two extirpated from Alabama (Ivory·b illed Woodpecker and Common Ra\'en) 
AI<o. 12 orthe,. 'pecie, are li'ted in the hypothetical category due to the abo 
~nce of a photo~ph or ,pccim~"JI. Or written documentalion of ,i,""1 observa· 
tions by alle .. t three experienced ob,erve," , 

St.von W. M.Conn.lI, 137 Longleaf Lane, Tru",·i ll • • A L 35113. E·mail: 
Swmavocet@aol ,com, 
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SIGHTINGS: SPRING AND SUMMER 2000 

G,-.,g D. Jackson 

Some ",awns overwhelm u' wilh abundance; spring 2000 did no! burden us 
with thaI challenge. The decrease in ob5erved migralion was primarily due 10 
dry condilions wilh little ftontal aeti,·ily. particularly on lhe coast. However. a 
great percipitation of lransicm, occurred along tbe Oulf 24-25 April, ond good 
birding w". had then: 18 and 22 April as well; at Birmingham, an excellenl fall 
of migrant' "·as e~perien<cd 28 ApTil. De'pite an ovcrnll stow period for regular 
migrant'. ,everal raritie, added . flair of eXCilemenl. A ,peci.1 im·esligation of 
breeding birds in Chilton Counly 16-18 June uneovere.J many interesting finds 

March was warm with precipitation high in some area, (Birmingham) an d low 
in others (Montgomery). April wa, cool throughout, with increased rainfall in 
the north and less than usual in the ,oulh. May, June. ~nd July were "'arm and 
dry in m<x1 part' of our region. 

This report COV"" the period from March Ihrough July 2000 in Alabama and the 
florida Panhandle (~ast to the Apa lachicola River). The appearanc e of 
obscrvations in thi, column dOC$ not <uggcst verification or ""cepolance ofrocord. 
for very mre specie,; the,e mu,t be considered by the awropriatc 'tate record, 
cnmmiuccs. All submissions of birds that are rare. either in general or for a 
particular seaSon or region. must be accompanied by adequate details of lhe 
obse"'ation . Tbe exteIl1 oflhi, documentation depends on thc rarity Oflhc 'pc<:ics 
and the dimeully of identification. For guid.nce, observers are encour.ged to 
consult Ihe recently revised AOS checklist. Reports should nole conditions of 
observation and the diagnostic charnete", observed. Your help in tbis maUer i, 
appreciated. 

Abbreviati"n. and Irlncs: County nam .. are in it.lic, . LocatiOlls not indicating 
Florida are in Alabama. ··b:· - banded; .ott . 1:· - and others (small number); 
'·FWBSF·' - Fl. Wahon Beach spray fields. Okaloosa COUIl1y, FL; '"GC·'~ Oulf 
Coast (AI.billlla); ··rcp·' - Inlaod Coa,tal Plain (Alabama); ··m.ob"· - many 
observers: ·'MR'· = MOlIIltain Region; "NF" = National Fore"; ··NWR" = National 
Wildlife Refuge; ·'p.a:' - pending accc~ancc by the , talC bird record, commit­
tee; ··ph"· - phOl.ograrhed; "SBC'· = Summer Bird Count; "Sp·' = State Park; 
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Five early Blue-winged Teal were observed 12 March in Lauderdale (PDK);. 
pair with seven young in Sanra Rwa 8 May (\\1M) furnished a scarce WP breeding 
record. Quite a fmd for the summer wa, • male Black SCOler 9 June at Ft. Morgan, 
Bald .... in (Bl, IF), providing only a second Alabama record for th.t .caron. The 
Long-t.ilod Duck 14 March in north Shelby (PAR) w •• u"muol for the MR. 
Only occ",ion.1 on the GC, a male Common Merganser was .t D.uphin Island, 
Mobil~, 7 April (GEH. m.ob.). Scvcml Rcd-breasted Mcrgansers 11 March in 
Perry (DA, PJ) were n01ewonhy'l tb.t .. aron for the ICP. Setting .nAI.bama 
maximum, 930 Ruddy Ducl. ''>\.'TC counted 7 Man;h al GuntCl1lvillc, Marshall 
(GDJ,ooJ). 

RAPTORS TO TERNS 

Rare as a I>rcedor in tho TV. a pair of Ospreys wa, obscI\'ed con'tructing a ne,t 
19 April on the Tennessee R. wc~ of Florence, Lauderdale (IlJS). An urly 
S",,,lIow-tailed Kit. wa, 'polted in south Mobile 8 March (JFP). Rarely-reported, 
• Swallow_tailed ncst w" footld in nonh Baldwin 22 June (CP, BS, ECS); lwo 
large nestling, wcre pn;,ent , .nd one had fledged three day, I.tor. Ten of these 
eleg.nt bird, were spotted", far nonh a, somh Pickens 29 July (GJH, m.ob.), 
:md ~ single Swallow_tailed 30 July in Vestavia, .JejJcr"{)n (ER) provided O<1ly 
the Ihin! MR "."cord. An early Mississi ppi Kitc was in Elmore 22 March (RR), 
and o,'er 100 in the nonhwestem ICP 29 July (GJH, m.ob.)":I' new ,t.te 
maximum. Our n.tional bird continued a slow incre ..... , a breeding bird in 
Alabama. A nCSI wilh IWO young eagles was located 25 April al Weiss L., 
Cherokee (GLH), and a pair wa, . cen al L. Jordan in CM/IOn 18 June (DTM cl 

aLl · 

Three American Kestrel" including one pair, in Talladega NF, Chi/IOn, 17 June 
(GDJ, DGJ) '"'"rc notewonhy; .rtcr year. ofdecline, the ,p<-...,ie, appears to be 
increasing io lhe st.te a, a breedcr. Un",u.1 inland in winter, a Merlin was spo!ted 
II March in Perry (DA, pJ). Annually reeorded at Dauphin I., the reclu.ive 
Black R.il was heard 26 April (RC ot .1.). A King Rail c.lled n April al Oakland 
Marsh (JTG), known as a rcguiarspol for Ihi, ,caree TV specie,; cleven Kings, 
including olle on. nest, fl1l1li'hcd an inland m.ximum 8 June al \\'fF (TAP). 
The Arne.ic.o Coot 29 May ot Easl L., kjJe'Jon (JL) W", btc. 

Encouraging news for. declining coastalmrd, 11 Wilson', Plover, ""ere cOImted 
24 July on Ihe Na"arre Flal', &mla Rosa, FL (RAD). Very ",n: in the WP, an 
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American Oystercatcher was at Ft. Pickens, Esc~mbia. 20 April (LRD). An 
excellent inland sighting. 12-14 American Avocet. we", at Wilson Dam ncar 
Flo",,,,,e 28 April (DL, Gil). In nearby Colbertl7 April. 51 LCS>~T Yclluwlcg' 
represented a good inland gathering for spring (DJS); if not sunnnering. three 
Lessers near Florence 25 June (TMII) probably were early migrants. and were 
ea,lier th.n previous "fall" inland m:onis, The Upland Sandpil"'r 16 July al 
WTF (SER) was ahead of schedule. A Whimbrel22 March at FI. Pickens(TAP) 
set a new early WP record, and 42 birds in Escambia 20April (A&DF) furnished 
a WP maximum. One Long-billed Curlew returned early to the Mobile Causeway 
13 July (M&KW). An astounding 40 Marbled Gadwits were re<nrded in 
Escambia. FL, 20 Apri l (A&DF); two were unusual in that county at the early 
date of3fl July (RAD). 

Setting early local record. , a Pectoral Sandpiper was in Shelby 4 March 
(MW&JR). and two were at WTF 16 July (SER). First for the WP. a Curlew 
Sa nd!,iper wos a shock at FWHSF 12_1 5 April (RAD, m.oo" v,t. PB. p.a.), 
Furni,hing an early north Alabama date. a Slilt Sandpil"'r was at Town Creek 
Marsh. Cdberl. 23 March (GDJ, DGJ). All;o setting.n carly local record. a 
Wil,on 's Phalarope appearcd 14 July at FWBSF (DMW). The Red Phalarope 
17 March at Vandiver, She/by(DH. HHK. v,1. GDJ. DGJ, r.'.) waoonlythc 1'J" 
m:ordcd foc the Siale, and one offew for the MR. Rare inl.nd. single Laughing 
Gulls were in Morg~" 13 May (CDC. MSG) and in Chillon 17 June (ECS), A 
flock of25 Caspian Tern. 24 April at Wil,on nam (T MH) wa, impressive. Early 
Cospian. induded a lone bird 2 July in wesl Lauderd~lc (TMH), s~ning an early 
arrival date for inland Alabama, and anmher 17 July in Choclaw (SWM). The 
Illaek Tern 8 Jun~ ne.r Florence (TMH) "'a, behind <chedule . 

DOVES TO SWALLOWS 

AI the northern edge oflhe b!ttding range, Iwo p.i.,; ofCummon Ground_Dove" 
one wilh a fledgling. were a ,u<prise 17-1 8 June in northeast ChillOn (RRS, 
MBS). Nut often detectcd inland in migralion . a Black-billed Cuckoo wos a 
t",.t in Shelby 5 M.y (HHW. S&DH). The Yellow-billed Cuckoo 5 April in 
Elmore (PRJ furnished an early arrival n-rord for the ICP. Early Chuck-will's­
widows included catting birds 27 March at Ft. Morgan (PHI) and 5 April in 
Elmore (RR). Two calling VaUI 's s",m, were identified 18 April .1 Ft. Pickens 
(RAD. p.a.). providing a fir!! WI' record. Now regular in the WP. a BuIT-bellied 
Hummingbird wao in !'cnsacolo 8 April (JW). Ahead oflhe pack. a Ruby-throated 

VO}[ , 46. No. 2. 2000 



ALABAMA BIRDLIFE 

lIununingbird furnisbed an ICP arrival dal(: in Bur/e, 7 March (CK). A very rare 
Calliope Hu mmingbird was banded in Pensacola 2 March (FB, IR et a1.). 

An outslanding find .• Tropical Kingbird . first for the WP, wa, identified by 
voice 16 May at Gulf Breeze. Sama R""a (RAO). Rare in spring, a Western 
Kingbird was spotted 29 April at FWBSF (RAO, PC&AT). Gray Kingbird 
apparently is .tiU absent . , a breeder rrom thcAlabama co .. t and from Ft Pickens, 
FL. The '[,<,eie , neslcd al a rew 'pot'lhis summer on the WP mainland and al 
Gulf Breeze, FL IJide RAD). One Gray Kingbird ""en over 100 km inland in 
north Ilaldwin J June (BE, BS, VBF. m.ob.) waS quite a surprise. and only Ihe 
second inland for Ihe slate. Scissor_lailed Flycalcher continued a . Iow but slcady 
increase"" a breedc:r in Alabama, partieularl~ in lhe TV. Th is .pring and SllJl1llJer, 
alle.,t 13 birds were discovered in the TV in Lauderdale (PDK). Colbert (DJS). 
Morgan (SWM. S&OH). Madison (KW, 110, ORC, RC .1 aJ.) and Jacbon (JH, 
D&K1). The only ICP repon Ibi. year was ofa pair in Hale 20 May (OPG). A 
Scissor· tai led 20 Ma~ in soulhwe'l Mobile (KSF ot al.) fumi<hcd a new late GC 

date . 

Only the fourth in spring for Ihe GC,. Bell', Vireo was a nicc find 28 April al 
ft. Morgan{Hll, Me). Though Blu"_hcadcd Vireo Meed<.t upper devotiono in 
Ihe Talladega Mountains, two at lower Siles in Randolph 4 June (RRR) were 
unusual. l'wo Warbling Vireos rerume<! early 22 April to tbe ncsli n~ si te al 
Waterloo. Lauderdale (JTG). Rare spring coastal record, included Warbl ings 
24.25 April at Ft. Morg.n (RAD. LR O, BS ct al.) and 25 April at Ft. Pickens, FL 
(RAO, LRD el al.) . Black_whiskered Vireo is regular in small numbers on the 
coast in .pring. Three banded at Fl. Morgan 3 April (RRS, MBS, m.ob.) 
established a new early date for Alabama. Latesl of several Ft. Morgan records 
this year was a singing Black_whiskered 1 S May (BS). Fish Crow is rare in most 
ofoorth Alabam.; one w", calling in cast JejJuson 2 April (SWM), four were 
oolcd in soulheast J€jJerw" 16 April (GOJ. DGJ), and another vocalized in 
nonh Shelby 2 May (GDJ, DGJ). Three Homed Larbcontinucd at the sole lCP 
f\Cj;l ing sile.t WTF 18 May (TAP). 

Ca.uall:>reedcrs, a pair ofT rec Swallow~ with four young nested this summer .1 
Key Cave NW~, l..iJud~rdale (CDC, POK). It was. bann.ry.ar for tbe c~panding 
inland population of Cliff Swallow •. Forty were seen as early as 23 March al • 
norm.1 breeding site in wuderdale (GOJ, DGJ). Many reports wcrc . uhmitl(:d 
of ClifTs nosting in previously unknown .reaS. These included birds at Jone, 
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BlulTDam, Lownd~s/A"'~uga, 11 May (TAP), at L, Wooowee Dam, Randolph, 
4 lune (RRR), over 80 on the Chanahood,ee R. in R'L<.,~lIlO lune (WFC), • 
p"ir in southeast Chillrm 7 June (ODJ), 254 Cliffs in ea,tem Chi/IOn 17- I 8 ]~nc 
(AOS), 84 birds on the Black Warrior R., Ho/e, 24 June (SWM), and over 20U ~t 
West Point L., Chambers, t6 July (OEH). The ClilTSwallow, in RUlScll mark 
the ,oothemmo't inland population in Alabama; ob.crvcrs <hould cheek farther 
south 01\ the Challah(lOChee, Alabama, and Tombigbee Rivers in coming sea,o, ... 
Amazing numbe" of C.ve Swallows were recorded this 'pring on the ~oost. 
Representing lhe 12"' Alabama record, an a'tounding five birds were at F1. Morgan 
4-12 April (ODJ, DGJ, LRD, m.ob., V. L, p.a.); al lea't one other was >ccn 4 
April on the Mobile Causeway, Mobile (GD1), for a .tote maximum of.ix th.t 
day. One Cave Swallow appcan.--.,J at FWBSF 14_15 April (MR, RRo, RAD, 
LRD, m.ob. ) for a third WP sighting, and another, pcrhap< one of the Ft. Morg.n 
binl~, was ~pouoo at Dauphin L 16 April (SRM, p.a .). An early B"m Swaliow 
""", in Montgomery 9 March (LFG). 

NtiTHA1'c m ;s TO FI NCHES 

Running behind schedule,. Red-breasted Nuthatch was in the Bankhead NF 6 
M.y(TMJ-I, MA, JTG). Only the eighth in the WPsio<c 1965, a Hewie.', Wren 
was unexpected 9 Marcb at FWBSF (LKD). The pair of Gray Catbinls fledging 
young thi, June in Gulf Breeze (RAD, LRD) provided a first WP breeding record. 
A I.te American Pipit was observed 24 April in Lauderdal~ (!TG). The flock of 
Cedar Waxwing. 15 Moy at Dauphin I. (SJP, LP) was tardy; tying alaI. GC 
date, a Tennessee Warbler was also seen thaI day (LP). Rare but regular in spring 
in north A labama, a Na;hville Warbler was in Binningb= 2SApril (LFG), and 
two were in Mad~on 30 April (GDJ, OOJ). A Northern Parul. 23 M.rc h in 
Binningham (RRR) was early, and a Cape May Warbler 30 April in Montgomery 
(LFG, FB, LM et al.) was unu<ual for the rcp. Rare inland in spring," , inging 
Blaek.throaled Bluc Warbler ".-a s in Birmingham 28 April (LFG). The 
Bbckbumian Warbler 7 April in Madi.wn (HO) was ahc.d uf sched ule, .. were 
several Yellow-throated Warblers II March in !laic (DA, PI) . SeninG an carly 
rcp date, a singing Blackpoll Warbler was in Manroe 13 April (MR, BIl). 

Unexpected on the Chilton County SBC, and the first in summer for lbe ICP, 
singing Ovenbirds were documcntoo 16-17 June in both the northeast and 
southwest portions of the county (SWM, S&DH). Earliest ever for the IC P, a 
Sw.inson 's Warbler appeared in Buller 31 March (CK); nIJC in the TV, the regular 
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birdaIWheelerNWR,Morgan, returned I May(COC) , ALoui,iana Water1hrush 
furniihed an .arly , late record 2 March in B~ller (CK). Always a treal, two TarC 
Connecticut W.rblers were inMndison 16 May (MSG, COC, DRC, RC), Earli",1 
for inland Alabama, an adult male Mourning Warbler was discovered 25 April 
in Florence (TMH); raTe but regular, especi.lly in tbe TV, singing Mournings 
w.re in Madison 14 May (MSG) and 25 May (MS).Also inM~dison , . Wil,"",', 
Warbler 16 May (COC, MSG, ORe RC) set a TV departure date, 

Like the Ovenbirds, fuur Scarlet Tanagers, induding a pair, in west Chilton I? 
June (PAR, S&DH) were .urpri.ing and repre,ented the southenunoSl lune 
=ord. for Alabama. With only four previous .pring r"""rds for the ,talC, single 
Clay-colored Sparrows appeared 22-23 April at Dauphin I. (W18, m,ob.) and 
29 April al Ft. Morgan (BS). Lar~ Sparrow continued. ' teady incr.ase ... 
brec-dct in ~le TV .od ICP. New ,ite~ were discuvcred in Loud~rriale (JTG, 
COC, PDK, TM H, m.ob.J, Auwuga (SER. LfG, m,ob,), and Chilton (GEH). 
Rare in the WP, • Lincoln', Sparrow wa, al ft. Pickens 20-23 March [fAP, MR, 
SN el aL). An inland 'urprise, a Painted Bunting was in Aubum 29·30 April 
(SO). 

l atest on record for the TV, ~ 8obolink w~s 5pottcd in Loud~rrial~ 6 June (CDC), 
The male Yellow-beaded Blackbird . 1 Dauphin I, 29-30 April (JFP, lP) w", a 
rare plea,ure. Also on Dauphin, a male Shiny Cowbird 21·22 April (leN, JRW, 
ph., p .•. ) furnished the IS· Alabama record. Po .. ibly breeding in a new area of 
the slMe, a Baltimore Oriole ""as singing 4 June in Randolph (RRR) , Eight Red 
Cro<5bi1l5 continued into Ihe .pring in Cleburne (BS). Two tarrying Pine Siskins 
were in e"IJ~JJ~r"'n to 25 May (RRS). 

Cited Ob..,n'cr. (a...,. compilers in boldface): Alabama Ornithological Society, 
MoczAli, D.vidAroold, Fred Sasscn. Paul Blakcbum, Paul Slevins(PBl), Gary 
Breece, William 1. Brem""r, Walt f. Chambers. Michael Collins. C. Dwight 
Cooley, Dean R. Cunon, Raelenc amen, Harry [kan, Lucy R. Duncan, Rom,rt 
A. Duncu (northwest Ftorlda), William 'IV. Duncan. Bet,y E.ger, Ann and 
Dan Forster, Kalhy S. freeland, Laureen Fregeau, V.""tia B. friend, Larry F. 
G.nkll.,JcfTT.Gamcr. M. SwltGravcuc, Thoma. M, H.ggeny, Stan and Dan. 
Hamilton, [kbra Handley, Greg 1. Harber, Barry Hart, John Henderson. Gordon 
L Hi Ght , Gcoff E. Hill, Howard Home, [kbr. G. Jackron, CITg D. Jarkson 
(Alabaml), Dani.1 and Kalhy Jacob,on, Philip Johnson, lud Johnston, ChadCll 
Kennedy, Helen H, Kittinger. raul D, Kinle, !lob Leier, l enny Loggins, Donnie 
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Lowery. Steve W. McConnell. lee McEI\'~ine. Doug!., 1'. McGinty. Andrea 
Menyhen.AI D. !>.liller,Ann l. Miller. William Mi lmore. Sue R. Mo,k~. Kenny 
Nichol,. Sharon Nixon. Mi chael 1. Owens . Clem Pamell,Jame, V. Peavy. Laura 
PelersOfl. Stacy 1. Petcrson. Jackie Port or. John f. Poner. Tommy A. Prall . Eloise 
Raffeny. Pat ReC<!. (:( ot>cn Reed. Shawn E. Reed. Elberta G. Reid. Roben R. 
Reid. Mich"~l Roedel. I1a Roose. Merilu Rose. Ruf~s Rose {RRo), Pelham A. 
Rowan. Michael W ~nd Joan Russoll, Martha S. Sargent. Robert R. Sargent. 
Damien J. Simbeck. Carolyn 1'. Snow. Eric C. S<>ehrcn. Russell Stork. Jeffrey A­
St,...tfo,d. Mike Street, Bill Summerour. Phil C. and Betsy Tetlow. Ken Ward. 
Donald M . Ware. Ted Weems. PhilHr and Karen White. Joe William,. kffR. 
Wilson. Mike and Karen Wil,on. and II.rrielt H. Wright. 
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