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the remainder ofthat afternoon and following day, about 15 people saw 
the bird. The Blue Goose was not seen after that first day. The Ross' 
Goose was observed both at the pond and in the surrounding green fields 
the following day, on the 22nd, but was not seen on the 23rd, although 
a number of birders searched for it all day in the surrounding country­
side. 

This sighting represents the second confirmed record for the 
Ross' Goose in Alabama, but careful checking of large Snow Geese flocks 
could possibly turn up other birds on a more regular basis. Damien J. 
Simbeck, Dept. of Zoology, University ofTennesse, Knoxville, TN 37996, 
30 November 1988. 

FERRUGINOUS HAWK (BUTEO REGALIS) 
RECORDED IN COLBERT COUNTY 

Damien J. Simbeck 

On 24 February 1988, while birding at the Hog Pond near 
Leighton in northwest Alabama, I noticed a large hawk soaring low 
overhead, at approximately 15-20 meters. The underside of the bird was 
white, with only a few small dark spots on its legs. The underside ofthe 
wings was also white, with distinct black wrist patches and a dark 
margin alongthe trailing edge. I was able to see the upperside as the bird 
banked and circled, revealing the pale reddish-brown back. The upper 
wing was mostly dark, but had very distinct white, rectangular patches 
at the base of the primaries. The tail was mostly white, with a faint 
reddish tinge near the end. 

Using National Geographic's Birds of North American, I iden­
tifed the bird as an immature Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis). I have 
seen adults of this species previously in Oklahoma, and this bird was 
similar to these both in flight and in shape. The wing pattern was very 
similar to that of an adult. This individual, however, lacked the distinct 
reddish legs, and. reddish color near the end of the tail. 

I continued to watch the bird in good light with both 8X40 
binoculars and a 10-60X spotting scope for about five minutes. On one 
occasion it flew low over my car, giving me an excellent view of its 
underside until it flew out of sight over a nearby woodland. The area in 
which the bird was found included many large fields, which is typical 
habitat for this species. Damien J. Simbeck, Dept. of Zoology, University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996. 
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