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that the Mobile colony was established by western birds expanding their
range eastward along the coast. Colonies in the Tennessee Valley and
other areas in the northern part of the state, however, are more likely
to be composed of the northern white-fronted race, P.p. pyrrhonota,
expanding their range southward. The invasion of Cliff Swallows into
Alabama, therefore, appears to be progressing from west to east along
the coast and from north to south inland.
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HELPING BRING BACK THE BLUEBIRD (SIALIA SIALIS) -
1988 BLUEBIRD TRAIL REPORT

John Findlay, III

In spite of a severe drought, natural predation, and increasing
encroachment by man, the Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) using my
boxes had their best year yet in 1988. The trail, maintained for the past
11 years in Shelby and Jefferson Counties, with most nest boxes located
in Oak Mountain State Park, produced 463 fledgings, bringing the all
time 11 year total of successfully fledged young close to 3000 birds.

Of a total of 148 boxes, 119 were occupied by bluebirds. One hundred
of the 119 produced nestlings, and of these, 98 fledged young. Counting
all nesting attempts, usually two, sometimes three per season, there
were 225 nests containing a total of 898 eggs (average of four per nest)
from which 483 nestlings hatched (54%). Of these, 463 fledged success-
fully.

A total of ten boxes was used by Carolina Chicadees, Tufted Titmice,
and White-breasted and Brown-headed Nuthatches. House Sparrows
occupied five boxes and flying squirrels 37. Flying squirrels have no
difficulty getting into the one-and-a-half inch openings. They not only
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take over the nest of the bluebird, but destroy the eggs and young, and
may even kill the adult bird in the box. Predation from flying squirrels
has reached an unacceptable level in many locations, especially in the
state park.

The House Sparrow is less of a problem at present, but as man
extends his residential and commercial developments into Shelby
County at an alarming rate (more than a dozen new shopping malls in
my trail area in recent years!) this alien species will probably expand its
range into suburban areas.

With the assistance of Tom Imhof and Harriett Findlay, a total of
364 nestlings and three adult bluebirds were banded this year, bringing
the total banded to over 1500 bluebirds, or roughly 50% of all nestlings.
Several recoveries indicate that some of the birds stay close to home.
This proved to be the case with one adult male and two adult females
which I hand-captured in late fall this year from three boxes in Oak
Mountain State Park. The band numbers differed by only one digit,
indicating that all three had been banded as siblings from the same nest.
A check of the records revealed that indeed all were banded as nestlings
by Tom Imhof in May 1984, and the box from which they were fledged
was less than one-half mile from the three boxes in which they were
found nesting as adults.

There is considerable work and travel involved in building, monitor-
ing, and maintaining an extensive bluebird trail. The rewards and the
satisfaction of “Helping to Bring Back the Bluebird,” however, make it
a worthwhile project. Try it, you'll like it. John Findlay, III, 2749
Millbrook Rd., Birmingham, AL 33243.

NOTES OF INTEREST

Barred Owls (Strix varia) use box in Montrose. Last year it
was reported in Alabama Birdlife that Howard and Larry Smith, two
brothers who have a log cabin on Guntersville Lake, designed and put
up a box on their property for Barred Owls (Strix varia). A few weeks
later the owls were using the box, but it was never known for sure if they
used it for nesting or only for roosting. Mrs. John H. Friend of Montrose
read about the owl box in Alabama Birdlife and asked Larry and Howard
if they could make a similar box for her. Howard made the box and sent
it to the Friends who modified it slightly by putting drainage holes in the
bottom and extending the overhang further out over the hole. Last
spring the owls adopted the box and successfully fledged one owlet. The
owls left the box last April but the Friends still see them in the area.
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Howard has also made two other boxes, one for Mrs. Ruth Monk of
Birmingham, and another for Linda Reynolds, Guntersville State Park
Naturalist. Anyone interested in providing boxes for Barred Owls
should contact Howard Smith, Rt. 2, Box 180, Crossville, AL 35962.

Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) attempt nesting
near Florence. During the 1989 breeding season, bald eagles (Hali-
aeetus leucocephalus) nested in Alabama for the first time in nearly 30
years. The nest was discovered in Lauderdale county near Florence in
February. The adults began incubating the eggs in March. Biologists
and volunteers monitored the nest from the ground and by air at a con-
siderable distance to avoid disturbing the birds. The unhatched eggs
were finally abandoned in early May. No bands were sighted. It is
thought that this pair may have moved into the area from breeding
populations in Tennessee. Previous bald eagle nesting activity in the
state has turned out to be “housekeeping” activities by wintering birds
that eventually migrated north. Doreen Miller, 2025 Joe Quick Rd., New
Market, AL 35761.

Alabama Eagle released on 6 July flies 1,120 km (700 mi) to
Iowa in nine days. Bald eagle T-08 was released from the shores of
Lake Guntersville on 6 July as part of the eagle restoration efforts of the
Alabama Conservation Department’s Nongame Wildlife Program.
Within nine days the bird had flown northwest to Iowa, where it was
recovered north of Dubuque, almost 1,120 km (700 mi) from its starting
point.

The bird was the 34th eagle to be released by the Nongame Wildlife
Program since 1985. Nestling bald eagles acquired from various sources
are placed atop nesting towers at Alabama sites and are released when
they are old enough to fly. Almost all such eagles fly north within five to
six weeks of their release, but since eagles return to the area in which
they first learned to fly when the time comes for them to raise their
young, the released birds will provide an ever-increasing population of
Alabama eagles.

Eagle T-08 was originally received from Louisiana, where a severe
storm had blown down its nest. The nestling eagle was cared for at the
Audubon Zoo in New Orleans until it was transferred to Alabama’s eagle
restoration program site near Scottsboro on the shores of Lake
Guntersville. J. Michael Meyers, Nongame Wildlife Program, Depart-
ment of Conservation and Natural Resources, 64 N. Union St., Montgom-
ery, AL 36130.
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Plastic causes death of Osprey (Pandion haliaetus). Every-
one associated with the 65 Ospreys (Pandion haliaetus) released in Ala-
bama since 1983 was elated to hear that E-10, the first observed Osprey
returning in the spring, was constructing a nest near Decatur.

A few days after the good news of E-10’s return came bad news. The
Osprey was found dead on the Tennessee River east of its nest. E-10 had
become entangled in monofilament fishing line and died of exhaustion
or starvation, since it could no longer use its entangled feet to capture
prey for food.

“We released a large number of Ospreys in our restoration efforts,”
said Meyers, “because we realized that only about one in four birds
would live to the breeding age of three to four years old. We're not
discouraged, but this particular cause of death is needless, and can be
eliminated with help from Alabama fisherman and boaters.” J. Michael
Meyers, Nongame Wildlife Program, Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, 64 N. Union St., Montgomery, AL 36130.

Survey reveals increase in state Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)
population: Statewide aerial surveys for Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)
nests indicated that this species has more than doubled its nesting
attempts in five years. Twenty-one nests were discovered in Alabama in
1989. Four of these were destroyed by storms. Ofthe remaining 17 nests,
four Ospreys were known to have fledged from an undetermined
number of eggs and nestlings. Approximately 4,155 km (2,493 mi) of
river, bayside, and lake shoreline were surveyed.

Ospreys successfully nested in the Eufaula area and along the Gulf
Coast. Biologists anticipate that successful nesting will occur in north
and central Alabama in 1990. J. Michael Meyers, Nongame Wildlife
Program, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 64 N.
Union St., Montgomery, AL 36130.
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