
After reviewing the literature and actively searching for colonies, I 
have come to the conclusion that the limiting factor controlling fur t her expansion 
of the breeding range of the northern Barn Swallow in lower Alabama is the develop­
ment o f sU,itable ne sting sites in the foI'llll of concrete bridges over water adjacent 
to large open areas and culverts next to lakes or l arge pastures . 

I thank Gail Bader for helping me gather da ta . 
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GREAT WHITE HERON SIG HTED AT HARION, ALABAMA 

Harriett H. find l ay 

A Great White Heron, Ardea hE:rodias occidental is, white phase 01 the 
°Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodi .. s, was ob se rved at Lakt l a nd Farms, Marlon. Aiabamil, 
on September 8 , 1'J77. The bir(l was viewed for 30 minutES with a 20~po .. .'''r billscope 
at about 100 yards distance . The large yello • .;ish-colored bill and pa l e ye l lowish 
legs were noted. In the same s cope view was a Great Biue Heron and on the same l ake 
wa s a Gr eat Egret fo r compar ison . The size 01 this heron , _hich stood in water near 
the Great Bl ue Heron, made a signi! icant comparison of the larger size o f t he Great 

,. White He r on . Hurr icane Sab!;; passed through the F lorida Keys striking the west coast 
of Loui s iana on the night of September 4, lY77. The storm then mov ed in land in a 
northea ster ly course passing through t he Marion area near midnight of Sep tember O. 
It is possible that thi s heron was ' pi cked up by Hur ricane Babe and then c arried by 
the re s ulting st orm to this "a lien land." \.lther observers in the party were Susan 
Ho lt, Helen Kittinger and Ann Mil l e r. 

TELEVISION TOWER CASUALTIES AT HUNT SVILLE 
FALL, 1976 

c . Dwight Cooley 

In the fall of 19 76 , regular collections were made and daily records 
kept of bird casualtie s at WHNT television tower in Huntsville, Alabama. The tower 
is l oca ted east or Hunt sville. Madison Count y , Alabama, atop Mon t e Sana Mountain a nd 
is of the needle - type construction. WHNT tower, supported by 12 ca b les, is 1000 ft. 
t a ll and reaches an altitude of approx imately 2600 ft . above sea level. 

Col l ections were begun on September 30 and terminated October 31. During 
this period of 32 consecutive days of collection, 42 individuals o f 18 species were 
recorded . Table 1 depict s the species list, total maber o[ birds and the collec tion 
dates. Since one cannot determine whether a bir"d fell before or after midnight, the 
morning collection dates are used . 
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The Magnolia Warbler spanned the longest period, being fo und from 
september 30 to October 17, with 7 i ndividuals collected. The Bay- breasted 
Warbler was next, occurring from October 1 to Oet ober 14, with 9 Individuals, 
5 of these on October I, representing the largest number of specimens for any 
one species. 

The heavies t kill occurred on the night of September lO -October 1 with 
t he passing of a rainy cold front and northerl y winds . On that night, 15 individual s 
of 9 species were recorded. The next heav i es t kill occurred on the ni ght of October 
13-14 with 9 individuals of 4 species being recordea. It is inte rest i ng to note that 
the night of October 13- 14 was clear, but a de nse fog covered t he Tenne ssee Valley, 
possibly contribut ing to the kill . 

warblers cons tituted the bulk of casualties with 27 individuals of 8 
species . These figures represent 64t of the total individual s and 441 of the 
species. These figures are t o be expected since warblers a re almost exclusively 
noct urnal mi grants and, therefore, hi ghl y s usceptible to structures s uc h as c om­
mun icat ions tower s and ceilometers. 

It should be note d that no extreme dates were recorded possib l y because 
collec t ions w. re s tart ed well into migra t ion and term inate d before migration ended. 
The impor t ance of t ower casualties shou l d not be underestimated. Much useful scien­
tific data as we ll as museum specimens can be ob tained from the se collections • 

I wish to express gratitude to severa l individuals . Hany t hanks go to the 
staff and management of WHNT -TV, especially Mr . Tom Purser, station manage r. and 
Mr Jerome Ha l l, station enginee r . A special notc of thanks to Hr. Michael Lee 

. Bierly of Nashville, Tennessee, who prompted these collections and exard ned specimens ." 

TABLE 1 : Species list, total nlllllbers an d co llection dates. NWllbers in parentheses 
indicate t o t al on given date. 

SPECI ES TOTAL INDIVIDUALS DATE COLLECTED 

Yellow - bellied sapsucker I OC t • I 
Gray Catbird , Oc t. 4(2), 5(2) , 17 
Wood Thrush I Oct. 17 
Swainson ' s Thrush I Sept . 30 
Gray - cheeked Thrush I Oct. I 
Red -eyed Vireo 2 Oct . 14(2) 
Tennessee War b l er 3 OCt. 1 (2) , 7 
Hagnolia Warbler 7 Sept. 30 , Oct . I , 

14(2), 17 
Ye llow-nnped (Hyrt Ie) Warbler I Oct. 21 
Chestnut - sided Wa rble r 2 Oct . 4(2) 
Bay- breasted Warbler 9 Oct . 1 (5), 7 , II , 14(2) 
Kentucky Warbler I Oc t . 14 
Common Yellowthroat I Oct . I 
American Redstart I Oct. I 
Bobolink I Oct . I 
Rose - breasted Grosbeak 3 Oct . 1 (2) • 7 
White-crowned Spa r row 1 Oct . 26 
Wh i te-throated Sparrow I Oct. 21 
TOTAL 42 
P.O. 'ox 25 
Haze l Green, Alabama 35750 
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