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BIRDING IN ALABAMA

I;;ARI ON, ALABAEA

Fart I. Marion Fish Ha tcnery and Perry Lake

IUlrion is the county seat of Perry County in the Uppe r Coastal
P'La i.n of Alabama, appr-oxi.mat e Ly 75 miles f r-or. beth BirLinGhuL1 and
h:entgomory and 55 miles from 'ruscaloosa. This :::"u't I will cover
the U.S. Fish Hatchery on Alabama Route 175 and Porry Luke, which
is a backwater of the Cahaba liiver containing a cypr-e ae swamp to
the rear (and east) of the hatchery. Part II will cover Lakeland
Farms south of the city.

The hatchory is bost known for its ahor-eb i.r-de , which find the
mudfLats in the drained fish ponds much to their liking and which
can often be appr-ouched very closoly by automobile on the pond
d i ko s , Ccneo querrtLy , the best timos to visit the hatclEry are dur-­
inG spring and fall shorebird migration periods. In CLGcdition,
large numbers of swaL'l ows may be seem in the spring. 'I'he main at­
traetiorB at Ferry Lake are the warblers and othor birds fond of
habitat near water, so the best time of the year to visit it is
Cluring the spring and early summer. r,:ore details on those and
other avian fanilies follow:

Shorebirds - Perhaps one of the most consistent attractions at
the hatchery is the .'[hi to-rum\)' 0. i er thcct Day be seen every
year in early June (an 01- en late May • "~l though its flocks are
not Lar-ge (the most seon being 17 in ~ilay '69 and June '68), the
hatchery may well be the best place in the world to observe thom
since they nest far north on the arctic tunJ.ra. but may bo a,_I",roach­
ed vel'y closely at I\;arion when driving on the dilws around one of
the drained fish ponds. Thore are usually l;::~rgs flocks of Least
SandpiIlers during migration that often r-ernai.n Lnto the Winter in
e i z oab l.o numbers, when they are accompanaed by large number-s of
Common Snipe. Large flocks of Semipalmated Sandpipers have been
observed in the spring, and other common shorebirds include Semi­
palmated Plovers, both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, and Spotted,
Solitary, Pectoral and Western Sandpipers. Among the rarities are
an Americ2~ Golden Plover (the first fall migration record for the
coastal plain in SeptoI~ber and October '71 after tropical storms
hit the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts), Black-bellied Plovers (in October
and Novellber), two Ruddy Turnstonos (second inland spring migration
rocord for the state in Hay '69), an Upland Plover (in Sept. '71),
Dunlins (in Mar. '70, Oct. 170 and '71, and Nov. '59), a Short­
billed Dowitcher (in July 169), Stilt Sandpipers (single birds in
winter plumage being seen in July '66, Oct. '71 and Nov. '57, With
an impressive flock of aprox. 30 in spring plumage in May '69), a
Black-necked Stilt (second inland record for the state in May '71),
and a Northern Phalarope (first spring record for the state in
May '69).
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Terns - Black Torns are cOIMlonly seen over the hatchery ponds
during fall migration, which in their case is in late summer, and
on rare occasions Forster's Terns have appeared.

Wading and other water and narsh birds - Large numbers of Little
Blue Herons with Cattle Egrets and several Common Egrets may be
found in the summer and into SelJter"ber. One or wore Great B~ue
Herons are consistently present as are Green Herons exce)t In the
winter. Yellow-crm'med liic;ht He r-orrs lilay occasionally be seen, and
one immature wintered in 169. ThETe is a cattail marsh at an end
of one of tho Inrger ponds ami many wo.te r grasses in the center
pond containino- the treos where the herons roost. Those areas have
attracted the Least Bi t-tern anu -;ur~-18 Gallinule (both ill. SUlT!D-Or
'71) as well as tho ~;ortl. In O,ddi tion, on 1'0.:1.'0 occasions during
f'a LL migration the ALoricm"l Dittern has been found; and an Anl1.lnga,
which is unc orrmon in this par-t of Alabaua, was eo on i:- t Jerry L"i]w
in April '71. American Coots as wall C3.S a f'ow P~ou-billGd Grebes
may usually be seon throughout tho year exce,lt In t~e summcr-, al­
though a few coots often linger into.June and ovon",Julr~a::-~ three
young grebes in sunraor '70 and one, blr~ SI:"'111~r tl"ld.l': t.lv c,~n~ts.
it was ac c ompanyi.ng in Se~)t. '71 g i.ve InUlcat~ons 01 breed~ng of
the grebes in the coastal ,:,Jlain.

',,'utorfowl - Dlue-wincod Teal eire 3.IV1C~;YS present mn'ing their
;:"iCrc,tion )8l'io<1s. Others S8en on the l)onds, but Lnf'r-equerrtLy ,
Lnc Ludo the I.L'llaI'd, Ge,dvmll, Amorican l/idgeOn,. :,ling-nocked Luck
and Lesser Sc;;up, uld on. rarc occas i one _Gre.?n-wlngcd '1: ,e, 3.1, ?an­
vuebuck , Buf'f'Lehaud , ltuJ.dy Duc l; and Hooded 1.wrgcUlser. ,/Ood _uncles,
our only resident duc k, hcve been f ound at Perry La1(8 and on
occasions at tho hatchery.

Swallows - 1"'-11 varities, many in large numbers, may be found in
tho s )rilwlarticul~lrly in tvr?? Those include the Pur-p.Le 1':,,,,1'-
tl' n anu B~~'n-"'ou,,"h-wirwed an. and Troe Swallows. The mar-t.Lnsu., J,.L b t:.:>, _ • 1 'J' ~ rnh
breed in the gourds hung near the central hatchery bUI (-,-~ng. 1 ere
arc now aovc r-n.L J3arn Swallow nests under culverts at th8 I:atchery;
and good numbers of these swallo,:,s, wI:0se. r-an.re is expandi.ng
southward, may be fOUIld on the Vllres In mId-summer.

Warblers and Vireos - Varbler activity is at its be~t in. the
month of April and the brilliant ~othonotary almost lnvarlably
arrives the fi~st VioGl{-enci in that T-lOnth. Parula Warblers are fond
of using the Usnca lichen at Per:,y Lake for building ~heir ne~ts,
and the Yullovl-throated '.iarbler as almost always founa there an the
s::.1ring and early eummcr-, Also in ~ood num~ers ~t r o::ry Lake are the
Acadian Flycatcher ana Blue-gray Gpatcatcner. uom~tlID.es may be
found the LouisiUYla Watorthrush, Kontuc1Qr ffi"ld H~oQed.\{arb~ers,

YelloYlthroat, AmcricrUl Redstart, and during slirlng J:llgratlon ~he ,
Palm Warbler. Rarest of the warblers at Perry Lake IS the SwaInson s
Warbler (two birds in April '72). In addition, the Yellow-tI:r0ated
Vireo is often )res.ent, and a Philadelphia Vireo was noted In Oct.
'71-

Sparrows and other ground birds - Savanr~h Sparrows are common
along the hatchery dikes in the winter, early spring and late fall,
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Thomas A. Imhof, editor

THE SEASON, Summer

The weather this summer showed a deficiency in temperature and
precipitation - a long-term trend. It aD1:eurs though that our land
is drying out and the effects of this shortage of precilJitation
are far worse than the weather data show. Fewer woodlands and
swamps, more silt in the watercourses and reservoirs, more paving,
more sunny instead of shady places, all add up to poor capacity to
store water. Nowadays it takes only a small shortage of rainfall
to be apparent 1n vegetation, even in crop failures; and converse­
ly when it does rain hard, as with Hurricane Agnes, everything is
flooded.

Septe~ber is, as usual, too early to determine the effectiveness
of the year's breeding activities. The Breeding Bird Survey, which
measures the breeding stock not the results, is also hard put to
provide any statistics this early. SOt any indications of abundance
or lack of it, are tentative.

Coun!y Bird Surve¥ - This year, a fow of us took part in the
Tennessee Ornitholog1cal Societies Breeding Bird Foray in Lawrence
County, Tennessee in which TOS attempts on Decoration Day weekend
to find out as much as possible about its county of interest. We
likedit so well that we decided Alabama needed something similar.
So, in looking over a list of counties with no Breeding Bird Survey
mileage, we found two adjoining ones in northwest Alabama, Colbert
and Franklin. These wer-e immediately chosen for a 2-3 year survey.
It was further decided to make at least one trip per season into
each county. The end result will be a revised county list with
breeding birds notes.
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and Song and a few Swamp Sparrows may usually be seen then. Water
Pipits are also present on the dikes and mudflats at those times
and a Sprague's Pipit from the western plains was found in karCh"72.

Others - Fish Crows, which inhabit river valleys f~S far north as
the coastal PIaln, may almost always be heard or soen during spring

1and summer at l'erry Lake or the hatchery; this is probably the clos I

est place these coaa ta.L birds come to the mountain rerdon. There is
also a large roost of Black Vultures nearby, which, wi{en they flock 1
around a fish pond, giVe l t ,in alJIJEbrance of the icfricun veldt. Sev..
eral miles north on Al.abnrna I10ute 5 Q ;',vminson 's 11,m1;: we"s SOGn in
A,ril '71, and 8. Turh)v was spotted in '1;hd CIGLtl'iiig""W'CfJt of Perry
Lalco in thc't 8"-1,,0 nonth. No t "t tho h[~tchd'Y but in the City of
rflrion arc no t cworvthy r(o:"orts of two f'Lnohe s-e-Evcni.ng Grosbor.Jes (in
.Irm , '62 and :Feb. '72) cnc it Fu.i.ntod Bunting (in rare '70).

PIED-BILLED GREBE--Many more of these birds summer in Alabamat
seldom in the same place tw~e,yet few are knO\Vl1 positively to

I breed. A new summering locali~y is L. Wehopka, Shelby Co. where
\ seen June 17 (HHK).
l / HERON, IBIS, BITTERN--A Great Blue Heron at L. :Purdy on July 9 (JVP)\ IV may mean that these birds breed closer to B'ham than we think.
\\' ... Paths .Jj"" White Ibis reached a new peak of 1000 birds on June 4 in Faunsdale-

, ~ ~ Uniontown colony (RRR,EGR); 1-3 birds were at L. Purdy on Aug. 18,
_ - 19 (ALM, mob). A nest of a Least Bittern with 1 nestling was found

l - July 25 at Eufaula Refuge (Julian Dued ) ,

l DUCKS--A Mottled Du-£k was seen at Gulf Shores on July 31 (JVP).
\ Blue-wingea Teal, known positively to breed in all regions of the
l '" 4.e~ state but the I'iedmont, bred again this year in the Tennessee
v .> ~'y Valley (see Spring Report). It occurs so regularly in June and July

Sandy \/ ~ in the Mountain Region that no departure for spring or arrival for
Beach ~~ fall can be ascertained without being arbitrary. For instance, this

~~ year 2 were at L. Purdy on July 4 (HHK). First ones for fall

MARION FISH HATCHERY AND PERRY LAKE
210bert R• .Reid, Jr., 2616 I\lounb.in Brook Par-kway; Birminghrun 35223.

Tho ar-ea is not only known for ito bird,life but in spring
pr-c-sorrts ::,n exccILerrt :lrrfCY of wilclflov:crs, Lnc Ludi ng the brilli<~nt
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-i 1 ':'cf'tC,Et, C".l,d tl,crc is a Lso l: L,ir;)' Queen rit thi',t intu1'soction.
..'.' povtll on Ll~'i:n;:'C 5 tOV.'f',rd ; :.:rion if; t2lU Collee:;e Inn I"ith

't:ll:C:',l:t r,~lc.: cv>.rrLjlt aco ommodat i ons ,
SE Fish Cultural

Research Laboratory
~ Dirt Road t~Perr L.ke

Woods

HousingD ~MiI:u:::m:Lrii:t~::===~cl;;L
o~~~r Alai ~m Centra i Hatchery
bldgs.D Route d ~atcher~ Bldg.

175 Pond

o
South

Entrance

N

I


