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BIRDING IN ALABAMA
WARION, ALABALA
Fort I. Marion Fish Hatchery and Perry Lake

Marion is the county seat of Perry County in the Upper Coastal
Flain of Alabama, apsroximately 75 miles from beth Birminghom and
Lontgomery and 55 miles from Tuscaloosa. This Tart I will cover
the U.3. Fish Hatchery on Alabama Route 175 and Perry Lake, which
is a backwater of the Cahuba River containing o cyoress swamp to
the rear (and east) of the hatchery. Part IT will cover Lakeland
Farms south of the city.

The hatchery is best kuown for its shorebirds, which find the
mudflate in the drained fish ponds much to their liking and which
can often be approached very closely by automobile on the pond
dikes. Conscquently, the best times to visit the hatchery are dur-
ing spring and fall shorebird migration periocds. In audition,
large numbers of swallows may be seen in the spring. The main at-
tractiom at Terry Lake are the warblers and other birds fond of
havitat near water, so the best time of the year %o visit it is
auring the spring and early swmer, lMore details on those and
other avian famnilies follow:

Shorcbirds - Perhaos one of the most consistent attractions at
the hatehery is the Jhite-rumped dpiper that may be secen every
year in early June (and orten late liay,)., although its flccks are
not large (the most seon being 17 in Miay '69 and June '68), the
hatchery may well be the best place in the world to observe them
since they nest far north on the arctic tundra but may be ap.roache-
ed very closely at Marion when driving on the dikes around one of
the drained fish ponds. There are usually lorge flocks of Least
Sandpipers during migration that often remazin into the winter in
sizcable numbers, when they are accompanied by large numbers of
Common Snipe. Large flocks of Semipalmated Sandpipers have been
observed in the spring, and other common shorebirds include Semi-
palmated Flovers, both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, and Spotted,
Solitary, Pectoral and Western Sandpipers. Among the rarities are
an American Golden Plover (the first fall migration record for the
coastal plain in Septomber and October 71 after tropical storms
hit the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts), Black-~bellied Plovers (in October
and Novewber), two Ruddy Turnstoncs (sccond inland spring migration
record for the state in May '69), an Upland Plover (in Sept. '71),
Dunlins (in Mer. '70, Oct. '70 and '71, and Nov. '59), a Short-
billed Dowitcher (in July '69), Stilt Sandpipers (single birds in
winter plumage being seen in July '66, Oct. '71 and Nov. '57, with
an impressive flock of aprox. 30 in spring plumage in May '693), a
Bleck-necked Stilt (second inland record for the state in May '71),
and aGN?rthern Phalarope (first spring record for the state in
May '69),
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Terns - Black Terns are commonly seen over the hatchery ponds
during fall migration, which in their case is in late summer, and
on rare occasions Forster's Terns have appeared,

Wading and other water and marsh birds - Large numbers of Little
Blue Herons withn Cavtie Lgrets and several Common Egrets may be
found in the summer and into Sentember., (ne or more Great Blue
Herons are consistently present as are Green Herons excejst in the
winter., Yellow—crowhed Tignt lierons may occasionally be seen, and
one immature wintered in 169, There is a cattall marsh at an end
of one of the larger ponds and many water grasses in the center
pond containing the trees where the herons roost. Those areas have
attracted the Least Bittern and . sle Gallinule (both iu sumpmer
171) as well as the Sora, In addition, on rare occasions during
foll migration the ancricen Bitternm hus been found; and an Anhinga,
which is uncormon in this part of Alscbara, was scen ot lerry Lake
in April '71. American Coots as well as a few ried-billed Grebes
may usually be secn throughout the year excent in the swmer, al-
though @ few coots often linger into June and even July and three
voung grebes in summer '70 and one bird snaller than the adults
it was accompanying in Sert. '71 give inuications of breeding of

he grebes in the coastal plain.

weterfowl - Blue-winged Teal are always prescent auring their
migrotion seriods. Cthers seen on the ponds, but infrequently,
include the l'allard, Godwall, American Widgeon, .iing-nceiked Luck
and Lesser Scoup, ond on rare cccasions Grecn-winged Teal, Can-
vasback, Bufflehend, Ruddy buck and Hooded Lierganscr. vWood lucks,
our only resident ducly, have been Tound at Perry Leke and on
occasions 2t the hatchery.

Swallows - All varities, many in large numbers, may be found in
the soring, sarticularly in April. Thesc include the Purple yar-
tin and Barn, Rough-winged, Dank and Tree Swallows. The martins
breed in the gourds hung near the central hatchery building. There
arc now soveral Barn Swallow nests under culverts at the hatchery;
and good numbers of these swallows, whose range is expanding
southward, may be found on the wires in mid-summer.

Warblers and Vireos - VWarbler activity is at its best in the
monTh of April, and the brilliant Jrothonotary almost invariably
arrives the first weck—end in that month, lJarula Warblers are fond
of using the Usnca lichen at Perry Lake for building their nests,
and the Ycllow-throated Warbler is alwmost always found there in the
soring and eurly swmer. Also in good numbers at ierry Lake are the
Acndian TPlycatcher and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. Somctimes may be
found the Louisisna Waterthrush, Kentucky and Hooded Warblers,
Yellowthroat, Amcrican Redstart, and during s.ring migration the
Palm Warbler. Rarest of the warblers at Perry Lake is the Swainson's
Warbler (4two birds in April '72). In addition, the Yellow-throated
Vireo is often present, and a FPhiladelphia Vireo was noted in Octe.
L N

Sparrows and other ground birds - Savannah Sparrows are common
along the hatchery dikes in the winter, early spring and late fall,
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and Song and a few Swamp Sparrows may usually be seen then. Water
Pipits are also present on the dikes and mudflats at those times,
and a Sprague's Pipit from the western plains was found in hiareh '72,

Others - _Fish Crows, which inhabit river valleys as far north as
the coastal §IETET'55§_Eimost always be heard or scen during spring
and summer at Ferry Lake or the hatchery; this is probably the closiy
est place these coastal birds come to the mountain resion. There is
also a large roost of Black Vulturcs ncarby, which, when they flock l
around a fish pond, giv€ 1Tt o appearance of the ifricun veldt. Scv-
eral miles north on Alsbapa oute 5 o Swainson's iawl wos secn in
April '71, and a2 furiey wus spotted in G T Z west of Perry
Lake in thot sowe month. Lot ~t tho hotehery but in the City of
Marion arc noteworthy reports of two finches--ilvening Grosbecls (in
Joan, '62 and Febe '72) and o Tainted Bunting (in Mar. '70).

The arez is not only kmown for its birdlife but in spring
presents an excollent array of wilaflowers, includiug the brilliant
wJdessenine, which usw lly blooms the lust of Iorch.

Tor thost™m wislhi to pienic, thurce are cerent nienic trbles

apd witer fountoins ot Ferry Lalic., The Ttenk House is o good res-

0t ot the juncetion of aslcbona loutes 5 and 14, only o fow

o dletont, ond there is also o Dodry Queen st thet interscetion.
crion is the College Inn with

onn £lzbora 5 toword o
& cverrisht accommodations.
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MARION FISH HATCHERY AND PERRY LAKE
Robert R, Reid, Jr., 2616 Mountain Brook Farkway, Birmingham 35223,

THE SEASON, Summer

June, July,sugust, 1972
Thomas A. Imhof, editor

The weather this summer showed a deficiency in temperature and
precipitation - a long-term trend. It ansears though that our land
is drying out and the effects of this shortage of precipitation
are far worse than the weather data show. Fewer woodlands and
swamps, more silt in the waterccurses and reservoirs, more paving,
more sunny instead of shady places, all add up to poor capacity to
store water., Nowadays it takes only a small shortage of rainfall
to be apparent in vegetation, even in crop failures; and converse-
ly when it does rain hard, as with Hurricane Agnes, everything is
flooded.

Septerber is, asusual, too early to determine the effectiveness
of the year's breeding activities. The Breeding Bird Survey, which
measures the breeding stock not the results, is also hard put to
provide any statistics this early. So, any indications of abundance
or lack of it, are tentative,

County Bird Survey - This year, a few of us took part in the
Tennessee Ornithological Societies Breeding Bird Foray in Lawrence

- County, Tennessee in which TOS attempts on Decoration Day weekend

to find out as much as possible about its county of interest. Ve
likedit so well that we decided Alabama needed something similar,
So, in looking over a list of counties with no Brecding Bird Survey
mileage, we found two adjoining ones in northwest Alabama, Colbert
and Franklin, These were immediately chosen for a 2-3 year survey.
It was further decided to make at least one trip per season into
each county. The end result will be a revised county list with
breeding birds notes.

PIED-BILLED GRLBE~-Many more of these birds summer in Alabama,

gseldom in the same place twice, yet few are known positively to

breed. A new summering locality is L. Wehopka, Shelby Co. where
seen June 17 (HHK).

HEROK, IBIS, BITTERN~-A Great Blue Heron at L., Purdy on July 9 (JVP)
may mean that these birds breed closer to B'ham than we think.

White Ibis reached a new peak of 1000 birds on June 4 in Faunsdale-
Uniontown colony (RRR,EGR); 1-3 birds were at L. Purdy on Aug. 18,
19 (ALY, mob). A nest of a Least Bittern with 1 nestling was found
July 25 at Eufaula Refuge (Julian Dusi),

DUCKS=—-A Mottled Dugk was seen at Gulf Shores on July 31 (JVE).
Blue-winged TeaI, E%own positively to breed in all regiomns of the
state but the T'iedmont, bred again this year in the Tennessee
Valley (see Spring Report). It occurs so regularly in June and July
in the Mountain Region that no departure for spring or arrival for
fall can be ascertained without being arbitrary. For instance, this
year 2 were at L. Purdy on July 4 (HHK). First ones for fall



