
HE LP STOP FI RE ANT FOOLI SHNESS
(F rom National Audubon Magazine)

La te st boondog gle pro po sed by

th e o gri-ch em i c a l c om p le x is a S200
mill ion, twe lve- year campa ign to
" e radicate" the imported fire a nt in
nine Southe aste rn State s . Ma ny Audu­
bon membe rs wi ll re me mber t he firs t
t ime the fi re a nt wa s " e rad icated " ­
in the la te 1950s . T he Na t iona l Audu­
bon Socie ty put a specia l bio logis t ,
ornitho log is t Harold Pete rs , into the
f ield to i nve s ti ga te the re su lt s. With
much s ca re propaga nda about ho w the
ants a te livestoc k a nd killed huma n
babie s in the ir cr ibs , the U. S. De­
partment of Agri culture got mone y
from Congress to launc h massive ae ­
rial s praying program s , laying do wn
two pou nds of dieldri n or hep tachlor
pe r a c re . These two c hlo ri nated hy­
droca rbons are sim ila r in pe rs istence
b ut much more to xic th a n DDT . Pu b­
lic prote s t a nd proof oi widespread
mortal ity to wi ldlife and l ive s tock by
t he insecti c ides f ina ll y br ought a ha lt
to t he program .

Now USDA, in leag ue with c hem­
ic a l manufac t ure rs a nd distrihutors ,
prop oses to use anothe r pe rs iste nt
ch lo rina ted hydrocarbon , rni rex . The
pla n is to s pray 1.25 pound s of mire x
ba it pe r a c re ove r 120 mill io n a cres .
Mirex is e s peci ally damaging to fish,
s hrimp, a nd ot he r mar ine orga nism s .
Much of the fir e a nt bait is ce rta in to
wind up i n river s a nd e s t ua ries .

The fire a nt, a South Ame rica n in­
sect t ha t ha s been present in our
Southern s ta tes a t least s i nce 1918,
has ne ve r been listed a mong the ma­
jor ins ect pe s ts in a ny of t hos e s ta te s.
More over, it is e as ily co nt rolle d in a ny
local sit uat ion by t he app licati on of an
e ffe c t ive insectic ide , such a s mire x,
to the mounds inhab ite d by the a nt
co lonies. But s uc h loc al a nd co mmon
sens e measures co uld ne ver use up
S200 mill ion of you r taxes .

Experien ce has proved tha t it
takes a massive di sp la y of publ ic out­
rage to he ad off a pe s ti cide boondog­
gle. So take pe n in ha nd a nd wri te

to Se cre tary of Agric ult ure Clifford M.
Hardin , wi th co py to President Nixon ,
in Wa shington D. C . He ca n stop t his
a si ni nity. Send a ca rbon or a simi lar
lette r to yo ur Congre s sman because
USDA's lobbyist s wil l be a t work try­
in g to c onvince him tha t t he f ire a nt
is a worse menac e to mankind t ha n
inte rna ti ona l communis m. Meanw hil e ,
the E nvironme nta l Def e nse Fund a nd
a group of Mis si s sippi scie nti st s a nd
c it ize ns hav e gone t o c ourt to stop
the USDA s praying.

" We have move d too sl owly in
both t he exec utive and le gisl at ive
bra nches towa rds t he goal of com­
ple ti on of our Nat ional Wil derness
System," P re sident Nixon sa id in a
specia I re port to Co ngress . He re ­
minded the law make rs tha t t hey had
before them twe nty pro posa ls for ad­
diti ons to t he wilde rne ss s ystem , ad ­
ding tha t he a ffi rmed " t his Adminis ­
tra ti on ' s inte nt to purs ue the objec t­
ives oi t he nat ional Wildern e s s Act
ag gress ively in the coming month s."

Noti c e is he reby gi ven t hat the
Executi ve Co unci l oi t he Alaba ma Or­
nithol ogica l Soc iet y, becau s e of ri s e s
i n publication a nd other co s ts, ha s a p­
proved a n a me ndme nt to th e By-la ws of
the Society increasi ng the due s of
act ive a nd associ at e (out of s ta te) mem­
be rs of the Societ y to 54 .00 effect ive
as of the beginning of th e ca le nda r
yea r 1971 and t hat su ch an a men dmen t
will be pre s ent ed for ado pt ion during
the re gula r wint e r meeti ng of th e So­
ciety at the business sessio n of the
member ship to be he ld at 7:00 p.m . on
Jan uary 23 , 1971, at Rob inson ' s River ­
s ide Motel on Oyst er Ba y Road (County
Route 6) ad j acent to th e Bon Sec o ur
River in Bald wi n Cou nt y, Alabam a .
Dues for othe r cl a s se s of membe rs hip
will re main t he sa me. Dat ed thi s 18th
day of Decembe r, 1970.

Wilma J. L indberg ,Sec re ta ry
Alab ama Ornithologica l Soci et y


