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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

(Birmingham News)

New Bankhead
Forest Report

Several weeks ago The Birmingham
News printed my letter about the Bank-
head National Forest. As a result of that
letter, similar letters to our senators, and
remarks made on my TV show, ‘‘Animal
Tracks,” I was asked to meet District
Ranger William Bustin for a ‘“show
me” trip throught the Bankhead. Four
Forest Service officials spent six hours
trying to convince me that all is well in
the Bankhead. Because I have received
scores of letters on this subject, I believe
the readers of The Birmingham News
will be interested in the results of that
trip. The following are scme of the things
1 learned.
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THE FALL
AOS MEETING

Livingston and Epps Alabamo

OCTOBER 23-24-25
Meeting Begins Friday 23
with Boat trip and supper

on the Beautiful Tombigbee.
Board Boat at 3:00 P.M.
at Dock in Gainesville, Ala.
Go right over Tombigbee bridge
to west bank of river.

Boat trip and Dinner on Board $2.50
Reservations Must be Received
Oct. 15 or before.
Livingston Inn Motel headquarters
Camping area at Epps. site of Fort
Tombecbe. Built by Bienville—-1795

Boat Trip from Gainesville - 3 PM
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During fiscal year 1970 the timber cut
in your Bankhead Forest amounted to
11.2 million board feet. All of this was cut
by and for large, privately owned lumber
companies and these companies made a
substantial profit from your forest. At
present 90 per cent of your forest is
classified as commercial forest land with
oniy 10 per cent classified for other uses
including roads, water, recreation, and
special uses. By nature, the Bankhead is
a mixed hardwood forest which has al-
ready been converted to more than 55
per cent pine, and the declared intention
of the Forest Service is to increase the
pine. Many species of hardwoods are
considered ‘‘trash trees” and are deliber-
ately being destroyed and eliminated
over large areas.

The aim of the Forest Service is to
convert all of the forest, excepting a few
small recreation and special manage-
ment areas, to even-age management.
Under this plan each tract would be
clear-cut and reforested mostly with
pines of even age. Clear-cut tracts are
vast eye sores of tangled weeds and
powsoned trees. It will take from six to
ten years for seedling pines to partially
heal the scars on the land.

Dangerous chemicals are used to poi-
son the unwanted trees. The Forest Ser-
vice is now involved in lawsuits concern-
ing cotton crops allegedly destroyed
when these poisons were sprayed from
helicopters. The poisons are now injected
into the trees. The district ranger admit-
ted to me that no one knows what effects
this may have on soil, water, and wildlife
as these trees rot.

On the day of my visit the Sipsey River
was filled with muddy siit and the Forest
Service officials admitted that an un-
known portion of this silt comes from the
clear-cut tracts. None of these officials
would deny that last winter’s flooding
along the Sipsey was probably aggra-
vated by the clear-cut tracts. As we
walked across one of these scarred tracts

we could see ample evidence of soil
erosion. The effects on water tables in
the area are less obvious.

Three-fourths of all forest land in
America is privately owned, yet our
national forests are now supplying two-
thirds of our nation’s sawtimber. The
loggers cry there is a timber shortage in
America while they are exporting some
four billion board feet every year. This is
almost 400 times as much timber as the
Bankhead produces and roughly enough
to build housing for as many people as
live in the Birmingham metropolitan
area.

As our valuable timber is being export-
ed out of the country, our national for-
ests are being turned into tree farms for
the private profit of loggers rather than
being preserved as places of recreation,
beauty, solitude and conservation for all
people.

Our nation’s need for recreation areas
and for unspoiled areas of natural beauty
is growing rapidly while such areas are
dwindling in size and number. Such
areas are most urgently needed here in
the East. Consider the economic bonanza
for Alabama if the Bankhead became a
national park rather than a tree farm.
There would still be plenty of tree farms
on privately owned land.

Most urgently needed is federal legisla-
tion to accomplish the following: 1. Re-
move national forests from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and put them under
the Department of Interior. 2. Limit
exports of timber to that which is not
needed in the United States. 3. Encour-
age the growing of forests to lumber size
on privately owned land. 4. Emphasize
the multiple-use principle in our national
forests, with a de-emphasis on lumber
and pulpwood production.

BOB TRUETT,
Director, Jimmy Morgan Zoo,
2630 Cahaba Road.





